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Australian Retail Group, 
Cotton On New Head Office & 
Distribution Centre Waterfall City

Attacq Limited, the JSE listed REIT 
developing Waterfall City and Waterfall 
Logistics Hub, recently completed the 
development of the Distribution Centre 
and head office for Australian retail 
group, Cotton On.

Cotton On is one of Australia's largest 
global fashion brands and has been 
operating in South Africa since 2014. 
South Africa boast the largest Cotton 
On store fleet outside of Australia, with 
over 160 stores nationwide, as well as 
an online retail platform. 

The new South African Campus within 
Waterfall's Logistics Hub.is located at 
LP9 North comprising 21 000m2.

The purpose-built campus will serve as 
the Group's Southern Africa distribution 
and operations headquarters.  The 
campus will bring together multiple 

divisions into one large corporate 
headquarters. This move is aimed at 
improving efficiencies, strengthening 
communication, optimizing supply chain 
and enhancing workforce processes 
between team.

The global fashion retailer will be 
moving to Waterfall Logistics Hub, 
which forms part of Waterfall and is 
centrally located between Pretoria, 
Johannesburg, and Sandton. Waterfall's 
proximity to major highways, transport 
nodes, and the Gautrain station make it 
an ideal location for businesses looking 
for safe premises and an appealing 
working environment. It is also home to 
the Waterfall Heliport and to other 
leading brands such as BMW Group 
SA, Cummins, Massbuild, Dis-Chem, 
Pirtek, Zimmer Biomet, Superga, 
GloTool and Dimension Data.

As with all Attacq developments, the 
Waterfall Logistics Hub prioritises 
environmental sustainability. All 
buildings are custom-built with a strong 
focus on integration, flexibility and 
efficiency across the warehouse 
component and offices. Having cross-
functional teams on one site enables 
seamless collaboration, service 
excellence and improved productivity, 
thereby enhancing customer 
experience and satisfaction. “Attacq is 
committed to creating community-driven 
precincts that deliver inclusive, mixed-
use environments. Waterfall Logistics 
Hub continues to attract premium 
brands due to its combination of 
visibility and accessibility along national 
logistics routes, as well as its close 
proximity to Waterfall's retail and 
lifestyle offerings.
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Trencon Construction (Pty) Ltd formed in 1995 by Dino Singh is a fully diversified construction entity. It is one 
of the largest Black-owned construction companies in South Africa today.

Trencon prides itself on its unique approach to doing business, its ability to deliver projects of high complexity 
on time and within budget. Trencon has been involved in numerous projects, including the unique Thai 

2Summit South Africa, which was to Design and Construct new factories and offices of 17600m .

Construction for TSSA commenced on the 22nd of January 2021 and the Practical Completion was on the 
28th of February 2022

Yavani Singh-Ninan (CEO) and Aradhna Singh-Sewdial (Human Capital and Transformation Director) now 
lead the company. Their passion for women empowerment brings new energy and vision to a traditionally 
male dominated environment.

011 451 8000 / www.trencon.co.za / 42 Main road, Eastleigh, Edenvale
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Clairwood Logistics Park

RWP KZN ELECTRICAL CONSULTING ENIGINEERS
Room 1, First Floor, Paul Lyn, 13 Mazisi Kunene Road, Glenwood
P.O.Box 30463, Mayville 4058 | +27 31 201 4227 | +27 31 201 4228

www.rwp.co.za

RWP KZN is proud to be Associated with the 
Clairwood Logistics Park 

RWP KZN is proud to be Associated with the 
Clairwood Logistics Park 

RWP KZN ELECTRICAL CONSULTING ENIGINEERS
Room 1, First Floor, Paul Lyn, 13 Mazisi Kunene Road, Glenwood
P.O.Box 30463, Mayville 4058 | +27 31 201 4227 | +27 31 201 4228

www.rwp.co.za

When the historic Clairwood racecourse 
just south of Durban began its 
transformation into a logistics hub in 
2014 few would have imagined that 
seven years later the site would 
become a world class logistics park.

That the much-loved old racecourse 
would continue to play an important role 
“positioning Africa's largest port, and the 
city of Durban, as a leading national – 
and indeed global – innovation hub, is a 
fitting tribute to this important site,” said 
Grant Lewington, National Leasing 
Manager at Fortress Logistics. Today, 
Clairwood continues to race ahead, 
“leading a new age of logistics 
innovation reaching across the country - 

and deep into the continent,” he added.

While some may argue that seven 
years is a long time in the making, 
today, Fortress's R4.5 billion Clairwood 
Logistics Park is a world-class site, 
“showcasing cutting-edge innovation in 
storage, transhipment and distribution - 
redefining how businesses source, 
supply and sell,” says Lewington.

The re-zoning, servicing and 
environmental provisioning of the site 
which began in 2014 - way before the 
first buildings - saw a R150 million 
upgrade of road and service 
infrastructure. Since Clairwood is 
located in an old industrial suburb close 

to the port, new road infrastructure was 
required. New services connections 
such as power, water and sewage were 
also introduced. Stormwater 
management systems were also 
completely overhauled. The rezoning of 
the site also required environmental 
provisions necessitating the retention of 
wetland elements protecting existing 
fauna and flora.

While the whole park boasts 360 000 
sqm of state-of-the-art warehousing, 
Fortress's development of individual 
pockets has been driven almost entirely 
by client need as “tenants respond to 
the rapidly evolving demands of a 
logistics sector double-impacted by the 



Covid-19 epidemic and ecommerce,” 
explains Lewington.

In 2018, pocket 1, for example, saw 25 
000 sqm of space leased and 
customised for SAMMAR Investments, 
a storage and distribution service 
dealing largely with SASOL products. 
Pockets 4A and 4C were being 
developed as a 48 000 sqm speculative 
facility when an approach from African 
Sugar logistics saw the rapid 
customisation of 34 000 sqm of this 
space in January 2021. The remainder 
of Pockets 4B and 4C, totalling 14 000 
sqm, was recently leased to Super 
Group.

Fortress has also commenced the 
construction of smaller units on spec in 
response to market demand. Four mini 
warehouses of approximately 3 500 
sqm each are due for completion in 
September 2021,” he adds.

Clairwood's proximity to the port of 
Durban has uniquely impacted its 
evolution and innovation from a logistics 
perspective, especially its ability to 
handle containerised cargo. The 
development of a 56 000 sqm container 
terminal within Clairwood for Kings Rest 
to be completed in September 2021 will 
extend the ability of King Rest's existing 
container facility within the port of 
Durban. Fortress's advanced 

negotiations with Transnet to 
incorporate and develop an adjacent 
rail siding into the Clairwood complex 
will add an important rail capability to 
the hub. Having an on-site 
containerisation facility within Clairwood 
offering, potentially, dual road and rail 
capacity will provide “tenants a 
competitive edge when it comes to 
transhipment speed, price and reach 
anywhere in the country – or Southern 
Africa,” explains Lewington.

Standard innovations that Fortress 
builds into most of its pockets include 
everything from higher eaves enabling 
more storage per square meter to high 
tolerance jointless floors. Independently 
pressured water supply and up to date 
fire suppression systems are also in 
demand. In addition, all roofing is built 
to accommodate solar panels for 
independent electricity supply.

It is the co-location of so many 
capabilities, modalities, services and 
options into a single location that makes 
state-of-the art logistics hubs like 
Clairwood so attractive to tenants.
Fortress's philosophy to create privately 
owned logistics parks is bearing fruit as 
a wide variety of tenants are attracted 
to environments that are not only world 
class but also provide “peace of mind 
that park infrastructure is secure, 
efficient and well maintained – purpose-

built to provide a critical logistics edge 
in the new economy,” says Lewington..

Clairwood, today, represents the kind of 
growth that can be created by 
responding innovatively to client 
disruption, “understanding and 
supporting client businesses as they 
pivot to meet the challenges of 
ecommerce in a digital age demanding 
greater efficiency and flexibility in 
storage, transhipment, distribution and 
retail,” observes Lewington..

Fortresses' entire vision and strategy to 
build a two-thirds logistics – and one 
third defensive rural retail – portfolio is 
an exact response to the transformation 
of logistics and retail in an age of 
ecommerce. Clairwood represents this 
evolution in motion, leading the future of 
regional logistics and client growth.

Simon Clements 083 961 1860
www.simonclements.net
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Four on O, Blok's 12th development, is 
situated on the localized streets of 
Oliver and Lincoln that connect the 
urban life so intrinsically a part of Sea 
Point to the natural wonder of the 
ocean. This connection, between 
human and nature, is something 
powerful that defines and softens our 
entire urban way of living and makes 
Cape Town so unique.

Four on O is centrally located, close to 
multiple MyCiti bus routes. Beach Road 
is 200m away with a number of well- 
appointed restaurants and shops within 
easy walking distance. The 
development boasts a communal 
rooftop with a plunge pool, 
entertainment deck and braai areas.

City living around the world is evolving 
in response to a number of influences, 
in particular the need to design 
comfortable living conditions and make 
efficient use of the space available. 
Cape Town is experiencing this 
movement towards efficient space use, 
just as other global cities move toward 
compact living. Four on O responds 

with an innovative architectural design 
to maximize the use of spaces. The 
design of each apartment responds to a 
change in lifestyle amongst fastpaced 
residents, who seek an uncluttered 
aesthetic with the ability to alleviate 
time pressure. With compact living, 
more shared spaces are becoming the 
norm. The result is a private seclusion 
of space for residents. 

The spatial development of the 33 
apartments deliver on maximum interior 
space. The interiors are characterized 
by a raw honesty of material 
expression. Exposed concrete soffits 
combined with muted coloures and the 
use of patterned surfaces, results in 
living spaces that are calming and with 
a sensation of space. The apartments 
are also designed to make an apt 
double use of specific items, like a 
slider that closes off the cupboards but 
also acts as a space separator if 
required. The pressure remains on the 
design and project teams to make 
effective double use of space for 
brilliant homes in compact spaces.

Based on lump sum pricing, apartments 
under the R3 million mark represent the 
most liquid real estate in South Africa. 
With this in mind, Four on O has been 
designed to ensure that value meets 
investor demand. Future developments 
promise growth, and Cape Town is 
currently bursting with opportunity. The 
announcement of a R7.5 billion capital 
investment in the expansion of Cape 
TownInternational Airport over the next 
five years is a clear indicator of an influx 
of investment in Cape Town. 
Additionally, united Airlines has recently 
launched the airline's direct flights 
between New York and Cape Town and 
this has already led to an 11% increase 
in forward bookings by US tourists to 
the Mother City for the upcoming 
summer season.

There has been no better time to invest 
in Cape Town. Whether as local 
homeowners or to rent out to travelers 
and tourists, the possibilities are 
endless. Four on One gives investors 
the ideal opportunity to share in the 
growth that the city offers.

Four on O, Sea Point's New Addition
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Vantage Data Centre's 80MW Plant Waterfall City
Vantage Data Centre'snew state-of-the-
art data facility in Waterfall City is 
progressing well.

The data center will support 80MW 
critical IT load, and the operator-neutral 
campus will allow its customers to 
manage their own networks.

This is will be the company's first 
hyperscale data centre in South Africa 
and on the African continent.

Hyperscale data centres are large 
facilities that provide computing 
capability to large tech companies, 
cloud providers, and enterprises.

The company recently entered into a 
power purchase agreement with 
SolarAfrica to secure 33% of its power 
supply needs for the Waterfall campus. 
The solar farm will support about 33% 
of the campus' IT capacity.

Once the facility is completed, the 12-
acre campus will offer 60,000 square 
feet of data center space – claiming to 
be Africa's largest.

Vantage's Waterfall City data center will 
be classified as a level 3 facility.

Tier 3 means that its electrical systems 
can be maintained simultaneously and 

have N + 1 redundancy.

Essentially, when performing 
maintenance on its electrical systems, 
the data center can enable backup 
infrastructure to ensure no downtime.

In terms of cooling, Vantage Data 
Centers said their Johannesburg data 
center campus would use a highly 
efficient enclosed cooling water system 
generated through air-cooled coolers.

Campus' cooling systems have N + 2 
redundancy, where its cooling 
infrastructure is duplicated to ensure 
that there is a complete backup system 
in case something goes wrong.

This is critical as data centers require 
specific environmental conditions to run 
efficiently.

In terms of connectivity, Vantage Data 
Centers promises a carrier-neutral 
approach. Customers want access to 
dark and light fiber, it says.

Each data center on campus will have 
two meet-me rooms, and the campus 
will have four physical entry points.

There is a security center on site and 
guards will patrol 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year, to keep 

the facility safe.

The facility is surrounded by K12-
classified fences and has dual 
authentication systems for customers 
and critical infrastructure areas.

Vantage Data Centers' announced the 
construction of R15 billion facility in 
Waterfall City in October 2021. It will be 
the company's first hyperscale data 
center in South Africa and on the 
African continent.

“Johannesburg is the data center for 
sub-Saharan Africa due to its strategic 
location, information technology 
ecosystem, fiber connection to the rest 
of Africa and the availability of 
renewable energy,” said Vantage EMEA 
President Antoine Boniface.

Vantage said the Waterfall campus will 
be built on its standardised campus 
blueprint, emphasising sustainable 
construction practices with renewable 
energy options, limits on carbon 
footprints, and industry-leading power 
usage effectiveness.

“The campus will also include 
permeable landscaping and natural on-
site drainage to protect precious 
resources,” Vantage said.
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The company added it would invest in 
recycling, motion-sensor LED lighting 
and other elements for incremental 
energy and water savings throughout 
the campus, in addition to electric 
vehicle charging stations.

The campus will be cooled using a 

highly efficient, closed-loop chilled 
water system.

An integrated economiser capability will 
allow reduced compressor energy 
based on the outside ambient 
temperature so that when the weather 
is favourable, cooling becomes more 

sustainable and less resource-
intensive.

In addition, the campus will also feature 
a dedicated on-site, high-voltage 
substation to meet its energy needs.

Proud supplier of all fire protection doors, 
sectional doors and loading dock equipment 

for Vantage Data Centre.

Tel: +27 11 392 1709
info@maxiflex.co.za
www.maxiflex.co.za







Massmart recently opened its new 
Distribution Centre in Riversands, 
Johannesburg.The 75 000m2 
warehouse is the second of three new 
facilities in Massmart's new centralized 
network which uses shared distribution 
centres to serve stores across the 
entire group. 

The new state of the art facility has 
been custom designed to suit 
Massmart's needs and will manage the 
highest volume throughput of all 
Massmart facilities. In line with 
Massmart's supply chain strategy, the 
Riversands DC is a product-based 
distribution centre, specializing in high 
volume, pallet based products. 

“Over 30% of Massmart stores are 
based in Gauteng so this facility will 
give us the opportunity to deliver fast 

moving products to these stores at 
greater speed, thanks to the use of full 
pallets, with no need for re-packing 
inside the facility,” said Jonathan 
Molapo, Chief Operating Officer at 
Massmart. 

Construction of this facility began in late 
2019 following thorough planning and 
engagement with Walmart regarding 
optimal designs. One thing the project 
team could not have foreseen was the 
need to fast track the completion of the 
facility, to keep stores stocked following 
the events in July 2021. “I must 
acknowledge the way our partners on 
the project, R&L Architects and EDS 
Engineers and our landlords, Century 
properties have supported us 
throughout, and particularly when the 
timeline was brought forward by 5 
months,” he added.

Sustainability is a core priority in any 
Massmart facility and the Riversands 
campus makes maximum use of natural 
light, energy saving LED lights with 
motion sensors, and uses borehole 
water for its wash bays and reserve 
water tanks. In addition to this, 
throughout the construction process, 
the wetlands next to the DC have been 
preserved in order to support healthy 
ecosystem functioning and provide a 
refuge for resident flora and fauna. 
“Every element of this distribution 
centre is geared towards improving 
efficiency. From reducing our own 
energy usage to the operational 
efficiency of the high volume product 
focus, Riversands will play an important 
role in getting the right products onto 
our shelves at the best possible price 
for customers,” concluded Molapo.

Massmart opens its 
New DC in Riversands
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Radisson Blu's New Mosi-oa-Tunya 
Livingstone resort in Zambia is nearing 
completion: Radisson Hotel Group's 
first resort third hotel in Zambia is set to 
open in September 2022.
The new addition places the Group 
firmly on track to achieving its objective 
of reaching 150 hotels in operation and 
under development in Africa by 2025.

Nestled on the banks of one of Africa's 
longest rivers, the Zambezi, in Mosi-oa-
Tunya National Park, 5km south of the 
historic city of Livingstone, just 4km 
north west of theVictorial Falls, one of 

the seven natural wonders of the world 
and UNESCO world heritage site. 
Convenience is amplified with Harry 
MwangaNkumbula International Airport 
located just 15 minutes away.

For an immersive experience of the 
destination, situated right next door, is 
Safari Par Excellence, offering unique 
on and off the river adventure activities, 
from Victoria Falls bridge activities, 
water-rafting, canoeing and game 
drives to helicopter rides, river cruises 
and elephant encounters.

The hotel is constructed with the 
greatest respect to its close proximity of 
the natural wonders and aims to obtain 
the EDGE green building certification as 
well as sign the UNESCO Sustainable 
Tourism Pledge, becoming a best 
practice in the implementation of 
Radisson Hotel Group's leading 
Responsible Business program.

Radisson Blu Resort Mosi-oa-Tunya 
boasts 200 key hotel, 26 luxurious 
villas, conference room, an all-day 
dining restaurant, sports and kids club 
facility, fitness gym, coffee bar, 

Radisson Hotel Group to open first resort in Zambia
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Aluminium windows & doors
Ÿ Just Aluminium can supply a variety of 

fittings and ironmongery for construction 
projects, both large and small. This 
c o m p a n y  o ff e r s  i t s  w e l l - k n o w n 
prefabricated aluminium windows, doors 
and partitions manufactured in Zambia, 
as well as imported architectural 
hardware by Häfele, Yale and others.

Ÿ Manufactures aluminium windows and 
doors to a high specification

Ÿ Agent for Hafele Hardware Technology
Ÿ Supply high qual i ty archi tectural 

ironmongery

Property improvement
Ÿ Just Aluminium offers a broad range of 

property improvement services including 
designer ceiling work, wall partitions, and 
shop frontages. Its professional team of 
building contractors and property 
improvement special ists are wel l 
equipped to complete large projects 
effectively and within the expected time 
period.

Ÿ Designer ceiling installation
Ÿ Office partitioning
Ÿ Shop fronts

Building project management
Ÿ Established in 1999, Just Aluminium has 

a professional team of engineers and 
their own modern and fully equipped 
workshop. They maintain suitable stock 
levels at all times and due to the 
dedication of the engineering team, they 
are capable of taking up building project 
management contracts at very short 
notice.

Ÿ Specialist in prefabricated aluminium 
fittings and furniture

Ÿ Works on site with other project teams
Ÿ Agent for Lafarge Gypsum South Africa



expansive swimming pool and outdoor 
boma and firepit.

Ramsay Rankoussi, Vice President 
Development, Africa & Turkey, 
Radisson Hotel Group, said the brand 
looks forward to demonstrating its 
strong Responsible Business heritage 
and sustainable programmes and 
initiatives.

“We have been present in Zambia for 
many years and have long recognised 
the potential of the country. It was 
essential for us to complement our 
presence in Zambia with a resort 
offering in one of Africa's most visited 
leisure tourism destinations – the 

Victoria Falls.

"We are truly proud to have partnered 
with NAPSA for the launch of the 
Radisson Blu Resort Mosi-oa-Tunya, 
Livingstone as we further seek to 
reinforce our collaboration in promoting 
tourism across Zambia," said 
Rankoussi.

A NAPSA, representative said that 
NAPSA was proud to be associated 
with job creation, both directly and 
indirectly.

"It is also satisfying to note that most of 
the materials are locally sourced, such 
as steel coming from Kafue Steel, 

timber coming from Zambezi Sawmills 
and other materials such as quarry and 
stones also being sourced within the 
community. We are looking forward to 
introducing this unique resort to the 
market and are confident that the 
various sustainable elements of the 
hotel will uplift the community and 
enhance the overall experience of this 
beautiful destination and its economy," 
he said.

Radisson Blu Resort Mosi-oa-Tunya, 
Livingstone, Zambia will implement the 
Radisson Hotel Group brand standards, 
including the Radisson Hotels Safety 
Protocol related to safety and security.
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CBI Ghana Building World's Largest Calcined Clay Cement Plant in Ghana
$80-million plant will increase cement 
value-for-money competitiveness, 
reduce raw material imports, create 
jobs, and reduce CO2 emissions by 
20%

CBI Ghana Ltd., producers of Supacem 
Cement, have signed an $80-million 
contract to construct the world's largest 
Calcined Clay Cement plant, a 405,000-
ton-per-annum plant at the Tema Free 
Zones Enclave. The plant will use new 
technology to substitute 20% of clinker, 
the raw material used to make cement, 
with environmentally-friendly clay from 
Ghana.

The operation of the Calcined Clay 
Cement plant will have a profound 
impact on the Ghanaian economy. By 
partially substituting imported clinker for 
Ghanaian clay, CBI will improve the 
value-for-money of its cement products 
for its customers by exceeding 
Ghanaian cement quality standards, 

while lowering raw material, energy, and 
fuel costs. Lower imports will also 
translate to reduced local demand for 
US dollars and help decrease pressure 
on US dollar exchange rates. In 
addition, the two-year construction 
period and the long-term operation of 
the Calcined Clay Cement plant will 
create hundreds of low- and high-skilled 
jobs for Ghanaians.

Substituting clinker with calcined clay in 
cement production will have immense 
environmental benefits. Globally, 
cement production accounts for about 
7.5% of CO2 emissions. Using calcined 
clay to minimise the need for traditional, 
carbon-intensive clinker is a major 
advancement towards eliminating the 
negative environmental footprint from 
cement production. “Ghana is the 
perfect location for using clay as an 
environmentally-friendly alternative to 
clinker,” said Frédéric Albrecht, CEO at 
CBI Ghana Ltd. “West Africa is 

traditionally a clinker- and cement-
importing region due to the lack of 
suitable limestone reserves. Developing 
countries, with their young populations 
and a growing need for infrastructure 
and housing, represents the future in 
cement consumption. Calcined clay 
cements are the most sustainable 
alternative to traditional clinker-based 
cement.”

CBI Ghana's $80-million investment into 
its Calcined Clay Cement plant brings 
the company's investments in Ghanaian 
cement industry to $130 million. The 
new project is financed by an 
international consortium including its 
parent company F. Scott, Societe 
Generale, Norfund, the Norwegian 
Investment Fund for Developing 
Countries, and EKF Denmark, with 
equipment supplied by FLSmidth, the 
world leader in cement manufacturing 
equipment.
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Kwena Square Opens to the Public
Located centrally in Little Falls, 
Roodepoort, the centre features over 10 
000m2 of convenience shopping space.

The centre's name is from the Sotho 
meaning for crocodile, 'koena' (kwena) 
which accentuates the abundant natural 
beauty within the Little Falls, Strubens 
Valley, and surrounding areas. The 
Crocodile River also has its source in 
the Witwatersrand Mountain range, 
originating in Constantia Kloof near to 
the current site.

The convenience centre was designed 
to showcase the beauty and vibrancy of 
the area, to be environmentally friendly 
and to efficiently meet evolving shopper 
demands.

In addition to the existing Leroy Merlin 
and Decathlon, the centre will house 23 
new stores anchored by national 
retailers including Checkers, Checkers 
Liquor and Clicks. It will also house 
South Africa's first RocoMamas drive-
thru and witness the inaugural launch of 
a Little West Packers toy and baby 
store.

An array of rooftop solar panels will 

generate as much as 25% of the 
electricity required by the centre.

Redefine recently unveiled its Moonshot 
Strategy setting a target to deliver the 
smartest and most sustainable spaces 
by the end of this decade and has since 
been focusing on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy to help it to reach its 
goal. In 2022, Redefine will focus on 
executing its strategic priorities having 
introduced a climate resilience 
framework, striving for more 
sustainability interventions across its 
operating environment and investing 
strategically.  

“We are ready to put the efforts in 
towards meeting our commitment to 
convert all buildings in our portfolio to 
net zero carbon, water and waste by 
2050. The process has begun with our 
newer projects and demonstrates our 
ongoing focus to reduce our carbon 
footprint. We have an overarching 
ambition to be a force for good”, 
comments Leon Kok, COO, Redefine 
Properties.

The integration of the local community 
was a central driver behind the 

construction, leasing, and provision of 
business opportunities for local 
subcontractors. Local tenants 
showcasing the best South Africa has to 
offer include Benitas Food emporium, 
Neo Vision, My Krafts, Quello, 
CassaNosa, Suggee Bar, Uncle Joe's 
florist, and Fresh House.  

A standout feature in the build-up to the 
launch was a completely community-
driven project to find the best local 
talent to develop the unique design of 
the benches and dustbins to accentuate 
the mall's aesthetics, as well as portray 
the theme of the Square.  

Executive Mayor of the City of 
Johannesburg, Cllr Mpho Phalatse 
unveiled the benches in a special 
ceremony, with designer SiviweJali from 
Umugqa Studio, proudly watching his 
brilliant work being opened to the public 
for the first time. Siviwe, who was also 
the finalist in the Nando's Young Hot 
Talent 2020 bench design competition, 
has quickly established a name in the 
industrial industry and hopes to grow in 
the retail sphere.  

10 Woodmead Estate,1 Woodmead Drive,
Sandton, Johannesburg, South Africa

Telephone: +27 11 233 6890
Facsimile: +27 11 233 6801

Absolute Construction Project Managers [APM] is a Level 2 BBBEE professional services company offering 
Development, Project and Construction Management Services. We are client focused and “Passion, Leadership, 
Solutions” is our ethos. We have an uncompromising attitude in delivering projects on agreed quality, budget and 
timelines. 

Our journey with Redefine Properties started in 2014 at the Refurbishment of the East Rand Mall offering our project 
management services.  At the Kwena Square Development we are retained as a Climate Resilience and Construction 
Quality Review Consultant, an additional service we are bringing to the property development industry.

Email: info@absolutepm.co.za
Web: www.absolutepm.co.za



Fortress Partner with Pick n Pick to Develop a 
Multi-Billion Rand Mammoth Distribution Centre

Pick n Pay and partner Fortress REIT 
Limited are developing a new 
distribution centre at Eastport Logistics 
Park in Gauteng to consolidate the 
JSE-listed retailer's Longmeadow 
distribution centre and three smaller 
facilities. 

Construction Insight Magazine spoke to 
Fortress Logistics Head of 
Development Mr. Jason Cooper.
Pick 'n Pay has outgrown their current 
distribution centre at Longmeadow and 
as such, they required a much larger 
facility. 

“Negotiations between Pick n Pay and 
Fortress began 4 years ago prior to the 
deal being signed and the deal was 
finally concluded early 2021.

Pieter Boon, the CEO of Pick 'n Pay 
said that this new inland distribution 
centre “is a key investment in their 
competitive advantage.” He added that 
“the facility will help Pick'n Pay deliver 
key logistics and supply chain 

innovations, achieving efficiencies and 
growing market share at a time when 
faster and cheaper service of our stores 
has never been more important to 
deliver on our customer promise of low 
prices and reliable service.”

In addition, the long-term lease with an 
option to extend, as well as grow the 
size and footprint of the facility, is of 
benefit to Pick 'n Pay,” said Cooper.

Fortress is the largest owner and on-
going developer of core, premium-
grade logistics real estate in South 
Africa. The company's strategy is to 
develop best-in-class, well-located 
premium logistics parks with 24/7 
security, solar energy, on-site utilities 
and dedicated fire protection for all 
tenants. Modern and safe logistics 
parks are in demand, with more clients 
looking to have a robust and localised 
supply chain. A secure and state-of-the-
art logistics park in a key location is 
highly desirable: it saves time and 
mitigates the issue of road congestion 

on smaller less-used routes, and this in 
turn saves money and hassle. Eastport 
Logistics Park has been expertly 
designed by the Fortress developments 
team.  It is clear why this new 
development will enhance businesses: 
operations are able to run smoothly, 
logistics become hassle-free, and 
overall, time and costs are saved. 

Eastport Logistics Park offers vehicle 
accessibility and great visibility, being 
situated right next to the R25 off ramp 
of the R21 Albertina Sisulu Freeway. 
This freeway is one of the major arterial 
routes in Gauteng linking Pretoria to the 
East Rand. Interest in the node is high 
and Eastport is centrally situated to all 
markets in Gauteng. Routing to and 
from these markets can be done 
through by various routes presenting 
vehicles with options to minimise drive 
time and avoid traffic jams.

The Pick 'n Pay Distribution Centre is 
situated in the north-eastern part of the 
Park with its own access off the R21 
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Expressway.

The distribution centre will house 
Groceries in an ambient environment of 
approx. 94,000sqm and Cold storage of 
approx. 46,000sqm. The remainder of 
the space comprises returns, offices, 
gatehouse and aerosol storage. 

Upon completion, this mammoth 

Distribution Centre will achieve Edge 
certification.

Other eco-friendly initiatives that are 
being implemented include: 
Ÿ 1 million litre rainwater storage tank
Ÿ Excess water from refrigeration and 

Crate Wash will be harvested to 
wash PnP fleet trucks

Ÿ 3 MWp solar system

Ÿ 100% LED lighting throughout the 
site

Ÿ DALI intelligent lighting system with 
sensors (DG, Peri& RRU 
warehouses)

Ÿ PFC (Power factor correction)
Ÿ Smart electrical meters on all Main 

DBs and bulk incomer check
Ÿ Timers for all exterior lighting
Ÿ On/Off motion sensors in offices 
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(ablutions, kitchens, stores, cellular 
offices, etc.)

Ÿ Waterless urinals
Ÿ Aerated faucets
Ÿ Low water use sanitary fixtures
Ÿ Low VOC paints & glues
Ÿ Cement brick in lieu of clay brick
Ÿ Naturally ventilated offices
Ÿ Naturally daylit offices
Ÿ VRV HVAC system to the main 

office building
Ÿ Heat recovery system used to heat 

water at Crate Wash

This 164 470m2 structure will be one of 
the largest distribution centres on the 
continent, and it is currently the largest 
single phase warehousing development 
in South Africa.

Cooper continued, “We haven't had any 
serious issues with the project, although 
having to coordinate a large number of 
subcontractors on site has been 
interesting at times. The main challenge 
we've experienced is the speed at 
which the steel was put up – we had 
delays in getting enough steel onto site 
to match the build programme. We 
ordered the steel and other materials 
upfront, so we haven't been affected by 
the shortages being experienced at the 
moment.”

The development is valued 
approximately at R2,2 billion and is 
scheduled for completion in the first 
quarter of 2023.

Some of the impressive stats for this 
development include:
Ÿ The gross building area (GBA) is 

164 470m2, which equates to 32 
rugby fields

Ÿ The post-tension concrete floor will 
measure 146,886m2 once 
construction is complete

Ÿ The roof structure is considered to 
be the longest continuous roofing 
panel in the world - 165,716m2 of 
roof sheeting will be used to cover 
the dry goods, perishables, RRU 
and the main office.

Ÿ 3664 tonnes of structural steel will 
be used across the site

Ÿ The external concrete hardstands 
(light duty, heavy duty and ramps) 
will total 147,088m2
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Ÿ The dock pits will have 242 dock 
levellers across dry goods, 
perishables and RRU

Ÿ The dividing wall will use 800m3 of 
concrete and will measure 207.50m 
long and 26.5m high

Ÿ 4,700 light fittings will be installed 
across the site

Ÿ 203,000m of cables, trunking, data 
baskets and wiring will be used

Ÿ Tilt Up Panels/Concrete Walls will 
total 2,251m3 (for Dry Goods, RRU 
and Perishables)

Ÿ The total GLA for the entire Eastport 
Logistic Park is 500,000m2

Macsteel recently set an official world 
record for the longest roof span covered 
by a single metal corrugated sheet. 
Macsteel's roofing unit roll-formed the 
sheets spanning the width of 280 
metres, across the widest part of the 
roof covering the distribution centre. 

The pioneering technology which 
enabled Macsteel to achieve this feat, is 
their innovative roofing product 
NOVOTEXI 440®, roll-formed onsite, 
using their industry-leading Sky 
Forming process. 
 Sky Forming is a unique solution, 
streamlining the roofing of mega-build 
projects. As the name suggests, it is a 
ground-breaking process where the roll-
forming container producing the 
NOVOTEXI 440® sheet, is lifted to the 
level of the roof so that they can 
seamlessly apply their product, at 
height and at speed.

NOVOTEXI 440® was developed by 
Macsteel to resist high winds on large-
scale roofing projects, and to meet the 
challenges engineers face in providing 
solutions for extreme weather 
conditions caused by climate change.

The Pick 'n Pay Distribution Centre has 
been designed by ICM Architecture. 
Brown Barrow Altini Consulting are the 
project managers and WBHO are the 
main contractors.
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In August '21, Cadcon were appointed 
to carry out the Supply & Installation of 
the Structural Steelwork of the Pick n 
Pay Inland 2 New Distribution Centre at 
Eastport Logistics Park. 

The Distribution Centre (DC) consists of 
3 main buildings: Dry Goods, 
Perishables and RRU.  

Bulk material procurement was carried 
out in August '21 and September '21 
with a view of securing as much of the 
3600T of steelwork required for this 
project to ensure there were no 
shortages experienced during the 
fabrication phase.  

After receipt of Engineer's drawings, 
provided by Sotiralis Consulting 
Engineers, shop detailing commenced.  
Shop detailing of the Dry Goods and 
RRU buildings, was carried out by 
Mondo Cane whilst our partner, Leita 
Steel, carried out the detailing of the 
Perishables building. 

Installation commenced on the Dry 
Goods building in mid-November 21, 
RRU at the beginning of January '22 
and Perishables towards the end of 
January '22. 

Cadcon fabricated the Dry Goods and 

RRU buildings and erected the Dry 
Goods building, whilst Leita Steel 
fabricated and erected the Perishables 
building and erected the RRU building.  

All 3 buildings have trusses with shaped 
top and bottom chords forming a 
flowing roof from one side of the 
building to the other.  The portal trusses 
and girders are constructed from angles 
and beams and with a 32m x 32m grid, 
tandem lifts with the order of the day to 
lift girders and pre-assembled truss 
boxes.  The purlins consist of Metsec 
pre-galvanised sections.  The 
Perishables building also consists of a 
network of pipe supports, walkways and 
insulated panel stiffener columns that 
are connected within the girders and 
trusses to carry a number of services 
required for a refrigerated and insulated 
building.  

Everything about this DC is vast, with 
the Dry Goods building big enough to 
accommodate 14 rugby fields under-
cover.     

Besides the 3 main buildings, there are 
a series of outlying buildings consisting 
of In-bound and Out-bound Gate-
houses; Admin Office; Link Bridge; 
Truck Maintenance and Wash-bay.

Currently, the steelwork erection is on 
track with the main buildings expected 
to be completed by the end of May '22 
with application of the final coat of paint, 
carried out Dram Industrial Painting 
Contractors, being the last activity.

Cadcon is extremely proud to have 
been involved in this prestigious project 
for Fortress and Pick n Pay and being 
the steelwork contractor of choice to 
carry out this super Distribution Centre.  
We would also like to thank WBHO as 
Main Contractor, for their support in 
ensuring that the project was executed 
safely and completed on time.

We look forward to many more years of 
working together with successful 
Developers, Engineers and Main 
Contractors.

// CI MAGAZINE // JUL- AUG 202226



CI MAGAZINE // JUL- AUG 2022 // 27



Pick n Pay has embarked on the single 
biggest investment in its history, 
consolidating 4 difference operations 
into a single building, a strategic move 
that will service the majority of its 
business.  

Relog were appointed by Pick n Pay as 
the design and logistics partner to 
assist in the development of the largest 
composite retail distribution centre in 
South Africa.  The planned go live is 
2023 and is being developed in a 
partnership between retail giant Pick n 
Pay and property developer Fortress.

Supply chain is the cornerstone of a 
retailer's competitiveness. The Relog 
team, with over 100-man years of 
experience in developing the best 
supply chain infrastructure for retailers, 
is taking all its experience and 
knowledge to help Pick n Pay builda 
state-of-the-art distribution centre.  This 
centre will incorporate infrastructure 
and technologies, which will take their 
logistics operations to the next level. 
This will improve its competitiveness 
and set the foundations for growth 
going forward.

Both, Pick n Pay and Relog realize the 
responsibility that this distribution 
operation must meet the criteria to take 
Pick n Pay forward, not only in terms of 
efficient operations and product quality, 
but also sustainability. 

In today's world, going green is about 
more than caring for the environment - 
it is a way to make your supply chain 
more efficient, cost-effective and 
sustainable.

As a business focused on providing 
leading edge logistics and supply chain 
consulting services in a sustainable 
manner, we primarily design and 
develop supply chain and logistics 
infrastructure. Developing green 
facilities helps to give customers a 
competitive edge, by making sure that 
the link between a supplier, grower or 
producer and the consumer is more 
effective, cheaper, faster and more 
sustainable.

The DC that will be an integrated 
composite building of over 165 000m2. 
The goal here is to meet the best 
standards of efficiency, green and 
environmentally-focused approaches - 
for example, the roof will have solar 
panels to generate its own electricity.  

In a similar vein, the refrigeration plant 
is adjacent to the refrigerated area, to 
reduce losses, while at the same time it 
is close to the returns centre, offering 
the ability to recover waste heat as a 
source of heating for the crate washers. 

Such a design also allows significant 
economies of scale and reduction in 
duplication of services and other 
activities. 

Another few examples of how this 
facility will facilitate more efficient 
operations is the single battery charging 
and workshop area, or how the ability to 
easily move equipment, staff and assets 
between areas leads to better 
productivity and utilisation, as well as a 
reduction in security and easier 
management with less travel and better 
communication. Since all of the above 
helps to reduce costs, it makes the 
overall supply chain more effective.

Design for a site like this must also take 
into account physical layout, as this - 
when done properly - allows for efficient 
movement of vehicles with lowest travel 
distance and minimal recirculation or 
wasted travel, further improving the 
operations. 

Remember too that efficiencies gained 
in the operations and layouts will 
reduce the amount of staff and 
equipment needed, thereby reducing 
total consumption of energy and 
resources.
Moreover, it is a given that any new 
DC's operations will utilise the latest 
methodologies and techniques. This will 
gain significant efficiencies and 
productivity, leading to lower costs and 
better service to stores.   The design of 
a single composite facility allows for Co-
loading of temperature and ambient 
products in specialised vehicles but 
reducing transport costs and at the 
same time improving service levels and 
frequency to stores.

Optimising storage space is not only 
cost effective, but means the DC is 
more easily able to support throughput 
and storage volumes, while making the 
best possible use of the building cube. 
Using height reduces travel distance 
and improves productivity.  Chilled 
areas can also be implemented to store 
and pick products at the correct 
temperature and maintain the cold 
chain. Finally, the incorporation of return 
logistics and reclamation into the flow 
ensures a complete balance to the 
supply chain.

Here are some interesting facts about 
the Eastport DC:
Ÿ Total footprint constructed – 165 

000m2
Ÿ Grocery – 94 000m2
Ÿ Perishable – 46  300m2
Ÿ RRU – 10 500m2
Ÿ Other areas – offices, mezzanine, 

guardhouses, etc – 14 200m2
Ÿ 156 000 pallet capacity
Ÿ 26 000 SKU capacity

Ÿ 150. Dispatch doors
Ÿ 120 Inbound doors
Ÿ 280.4m – longest single sheet ever 

rolled and installed                   
Ÿ Mini-load with 10000 pick faces and 

80 000 reserve bins

In a world buckling under the pressures 
of climate change, going green is no 
longer merely a 'nice-to-have' - efficient 
and sustainable solutions are genuinely 
our best answer to such challenges. 
The key to a successful, green supply 
chain implementation lies in long-term 
master planning, as this will ensure that 
any development will be future-proofed, 
and thus able to deliver true 
sustainability over the long term.
 
Teamwork and effective collaboration 
will be required for successful 
execution; thus, we are very proud to 
be part of this innovative project 
together with all the professionals  and 
the Pick n pay team.

While efficiency, sustainability and 
environmental focus are a big part of 
Relog's DNA, we understand that in 
order to remain relevant and leaders, it 
is imperative to keep evolving. As 
supply chains move towards a more 
connected and digital world, businesses 
in this space need to consider artificial 
intelligence (AI) and analytical solutions 
that link the digital with the physical 
supply chain. 

This will give them the ability to develop 
efficient and productive solutions, while 
ensuring that everything they do is 
sustainable and consistent with the 
drive for reduced impact on our planet. 
Improving productivity and efficiency 
effectively creates a sustainable 
solution, as less equipment, energy, 
people and effort are required. 

A Game changer – Pick n Pay's new Eastport Distribution Centre
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The Fields Mall, located in Gaborone, 
Botswana is a 35000sqm development 
by CBD Holdings Pty Ltd, making it the 
largest commercial development in 
Gaborone.

The project is situated in the heart of 
the new commercial hub very close to 
the government enclave, boasting over 
70 shops with anchor tenants such as 
Woolworths, Spar and Pick 'n Pay. It 
aims to be a valuable addition to the 

urban and commercial landscape of the 
capital.

The retail centre is being built on 26 
000 square metre piece of land is 
expected to cost P300 million.

The name The Fields Mall, was inspired 
by the name The Cotton Fields by 
which the area was commonly known 
as before.

The Fields, to become Botswana's largest Mall

// CI MAGAZINE // JUL- AUG 202230



The Fields Mall Development, Botswana
Diesel Electric Services was appointed by Caitec Botswana (Pty) Ltd, for the design, 
supply, installation, testing and commissioning of 2 x 500kVA, 1 x 200kVA, 1 x 
650kVA, and 1 x 400kVA sound attenuated Standby Diesel Generator sets at The 
Fields Shopping Centre in Gabarone, Botswana. 

Included in our scope, all materials, exhaust system, lube-oil make up system,
batteries, suitable rated AMF change over panels, and ancillary equipment.

Since 1993 the company has grown from strength to strength and is one of the 
leading specifically engineered backup generator solution providers. 

We currently employ 500+ full-time staff, separated into various departments and 
managed by competent supervisors/managers.  

Our combined technical expertise exceeds 1 100 years of combined, that can only be 
obtained by years of experience.

With our inhouse certification of compliance for both IEC / SANS 60439 and 61439, 
which requires detailed testing as well as verification without actual destructive testing 
being used.

By using successful FTT / PTT results from IEC / SANS 60439 in IEC / SANS 61439 
we have been able to complete a sequence of tests, using the destructive tests 
covered by IEC / SANS 60439 as the verification process covered by IEC / SANS 
61439.

We are proud to confirm that Diesel Electric Services has been accredited with both 
an 8EB, 8EP and 7ME CIDB rating, proving our excellent abilities to perform in our 
industry.

For additional information contact: 
Tel: 086 110 6633 

sales@dieselelectricservices.co.za
www.dieselelectricserices.co.za
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