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The University of Cape Town's (UCT) 
new R222 million Avenue Road 
Residence in the Mowbray precinct 
will provide 500 additional student 
beds, an invaluable addition to the 
university's student accommodation 
provision.

The residence is targeting a four-star 
green rating from the Green Building 
Council South Africa (GBCSA) for its 
energy- and water-saving features – 

and includes a full suite of disability 
facilities. The development is being 
co-funded by the Department of 
Higher Education and Training with 
an additional R130 million from UCT.

The residence will be completed this 
year but will open in the 2021 
academic year, alleviating some of 
the growing demand for student 
housing at UCT as the student 
population gradually grows to 32 000, 

the target growth trajectory for its 
land-locked campuses.
The 500-bed residence will go a long 
way to alleviate UCT's residence bed 
shortage - and provide students with 
a safe and secure living environment 
off campus.

The three-storey residence has 144 
single rooms and 173 double rooms, 
and six of these will offer en-suite 
assisted living facilities for students 

UCT's 500-bed Avenue Road Residence
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with disabilities.

UCT's Integrated Development 
Framework divides the university's 
campuses into various precincts. 
Besides Smuts and Fuller Hall 
residences on the upper campus 
precinct, most residences fall within 
the Rosebank and Mowbray 
precincts, the latter stretching to 
Groote Schuur Hospital. Avenue 
Road Residence is part of UCT's 
extended plan for the Mowbray 
precinct, which will boost student 
accommodation by 2 000 beds once 
completed.
The first-tier residence represents 
phase one of a planned cluster of 
developments in this area, which will 
include a separate multi-residence 
dining hall for first-year students. As 
there are houses on the site that are 
of heritage significance, UCT has 
obtained heritage approval to ensure 
the development doesn't detract from 
the existing buildings on the site.
Phase two will be developed on land 
currently occupied by UCT family 
“barracks” opposite Mostert's Mill, 
below the M3. This has been 
earmarked for the student dining hall. 

Phase three, a 300-bed residence, 
will be built on the Edwin Hart site.

The new Avenue House Residence 
design has been mindful of 
environmental concerns. As 
residences are the biggest users of 
water and energy, the infrastructure 
will include a partial greywater 
system and heat pumps. Fittings will 
include water-saving toilets and 
energy efficient lighting.
The building will become the first 
student housing project in the country 
to achieve a Green Star rating from 
the GBCSA, which will allow best 
practice and lessons learnt to be 
shared with other universities.

Additional care has been taken to 
provide accommodation that offers 
universal access to students with 
physical and other disabilities. 
The residence will have 12 universal 
access rooms; six will be assisted-
living bedrooms. These rooms will be 
interleading, providing 
accommodation for live-in carers. 
Although three other UCT residences 
have been retrofitted to provide 
similar facilities (one each at 

GraçaMachel Hall, Leo Marquard and 
Woolsack), this will be a first for a 
new residence.
There will be nine disability 
bathrooms on the various levels and 
two disabled toilets, one in the 
reception for visitors and one on the 
second floor.
The buildings form strips along the 
perimeter of each platform, creating 
courtyards in the centre of each 
platform.
Three landscaped courtyards allows 
light into the inter-perimeter of the 
building strips.
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Checkers Fairbridge Mall Brackenfell 

is getting a Revamp
The New redevelopment of checkers 
fairbridge mall in Brackenfell Cape 
Town is currently underway, the 
project which tooka year of planning 
is finally coming into fruition as 
construction advances. The aim of 
the revamp is to use as many 
proprietary systems as possible to 
end up with a modern structure of the 
entire building. The project is the re-
development of an existing shopping 
mall that will include a new retail 
building with offices over two levels 
above, all while ensuring that trade 
goes on un-interrupted to the Hyper. 

The Enabling works commenced on 
the 3rd of June 2019 and were 
completed on the 30th of August 
2019. The Main Contract commenced 
on the 8th of July 2019 and it is 
expected to be completed by the end 
of February 2021. The delay in the 
completion of the contract is due to 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

To ensure that the project is eco-
friendly the curtain wall is designed in 
such a way that it will limit heat 
transfer; therefore, resulting in less 

air-conditioning required which helps 
to cut down costs related with the air-
conditioning. 

Additionally, processed water 
systems are being used to flush 
toilets as well as the installation of 
metered taps, which helps in limiting 
water use. 

A photovoltaic system will be installed 
providing enough power for the hyper 
component initially. Once the 
necessary permissions are put in 
place, the idea is to have the entire 
photovoltaic system that provides 
enough power for the entire building.

Some of the latest technology being 
used on the design side; all 
consultants involved have been using 
Revit for documentation and clash 
detection. Therefore, the entire 
building and services were modelled 
in 3d. “Construction of the building is 
reasonably traditional but we are 
using as many proprietary systems 
as possible such as; Post Tensioned 
Slab, Everglaze Curtain Wall System, 
Cubicle Solutions, Toilet Cubicles, 

Geberit Symphonic Rainwater 
System, etc to speed up 
construction”, said NicCloete the 
project Architect from Vivid Architects.

The team faced a number of 
challenges on the project, however 
the main ones were:
Ÿ Unknown soil conditions due to 

the site being “reclaimed”. This 
meant having to pile in certain 
areas where normally we would 
have just had traditional footing 
foundations.

Ÿ Delays in the programme due to 
Covid – 19

The GLA Figures are:
GF retail – 12,555sqm
First Floor office – 3,220sqm
Second Floor – 3,544 sqm

The development cost will amount to 
R500 million, this is the entire cost 
inclusive of the land. 

During construction they will be 
approximately over 280 jobs created 
on site.  
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Battery Park is a new 12 000m² (1.2 
hectre) urban park situated at a key 
entranceway to one of Africa's most 
visited tourist destinations, the V&A 
Waterfront in Cape Town, South Africa. 
Developed as the nucleus of a larger 
urban vision for the district, the site 
includes a park and piazza that effectively 
conceal a 1 206-bay parking facility as 
well as new pedestrian routes to 
invigorate the precinct with activity. The 
site is of archaeological importance as it 
contains the remnants of one of the city's 
oldest structures, coastal fortification the 
Amsterdam Battery. This provided a 
unique opportunity for architecture and 
urban design firm dhk – to pay homage to 
the historic landmark whilst incorporating 
a parking facility and providing spaces for 
leisure and recreational activities.

The project forms part of an urban design 
framework created by dhk for the V&A's 
previously underutilised Canal District that 
facilitates the reconnection of the historical 
city centre and De Waterkant to the V&A. 
The aim was to create a publicly 
accessible park which lies at the nexus of 
a multitude of new pedestrian routes 
stitching the new district into the 
surrounding urban fabric and thereby 
helping to invigorate the area.

The Amsterdam Battery was erected by 
the Dutch along Cape Town's coastline in 
1784 to defend the city from seaborne and 
land attacks. In the 1800s the building was 
used to house prisoners; and was later 
remodelled and strengthened by the 
British but eventually abandoned. In 1905 
the battery was largely demolished to 
make way for railway connections to the 
port, leaving behind only a small portion of 
its rear curved walls. The historical 
remnants are now perched eight metres 
above the new canal running through the 
site at a lower level.

During construction of Battery Park 
archaeological excavations revealed 
former datums which were used to inform 
the design. The raised park has been kept 
at the battery's original inner courtyard 
level whilst planted edges above retail 
units on the piazza represent the 
estimated natural ground level that fronted 
the battery. Various architectural and 
landscaped elements reflect the 
structure's original footprint, such as semi-

circular curved pathways, concrete 
additions to the rear ramparts, splayed 
canal-facing walls and concrete-clad 
structures – giving visitors an authentic 
sense of the battery's former size. An axial 
visual connection to Cape Town's Noon 
Gun on Signal Hill has also been retained, 
thus preserving the site's historic sightline.

The requirement to respect the original 
inner courtyard datum and create a lower-
level piazza resulted in an elevated park 
with views across the V&A and CBD but 
with the challenge of managing the 
transition between the two levels. 
Therefore, a large part of Battery Park's 
design concept was manifested in 
breaking the barrier between the park and 
piazza and bringing them closer to one 
another. As a result, the park level has 
been designed to gradually lower towards 
the canal edge providing a closer 
connection to the piazza, and in turn, the 
piazza gradually steps down towards the 
canal. The vision was to create scale 
between the two levels and provide visual 
cues to visitors; offering a glimpse of the 
park while they meander along the canal 
edge. This was also achieved by means of 
various soft and hard landscaping 
elements such as a grand concrete 
staircase leading from the piazza to the 
park, sloping and folding walls, and plants 
to draw the eye to the park above.

On the elevated park level, visitors can 
explore landscaped gardens with trees 
and stone-clad planters, meandering 
walkways with built-in benches, a concrete 
skatepark, basketball court and new 
pedestrian routes. Throughout the park 
and piazza cantilevered steel pergolas 
scale the design and provide much- 
needed shade.

The lower piazza level contains 11 
boutique retail units that line the splayed 
canal-facing walls and form an active 
eastern edge to the new canal pedestrian 
route. The intention behind the piazza was 
to activate the canal via a range of water 
sports and provide a link between the V&A 
and the CBD – encouraging a 
pedestrianised environment. 

Referencing the battery's original façade, 
loosely packed stone-filled gabion walls 
shroud the parking facility and stone-clad 
planters contain fynbos and waterwise 

plants. All stone used throughout the park 
and piazza was excavated from the site 
during the construction process. These 
antiquated elements juxtapose 
contemporary insertions that reference the 
battery rather than replicate its heritage.

The materials palette includes a selection 
of hardy materials that suit the robust 
nature of the park, namely, concrete, 
stone and steel. Concrete was chosen as 
a “material of our time” for new structures 
as it can be clearly distinguished from 
historic elements, ensuing little 
misinterpretation. A precast concrete 
panel structure dubbed the interpretation 
pavilion has been built to the estimated 
height of the battery's original walls and 
links the park, piazza and parking facility 
via internal elevators. To resemble cannon 
embrasures, three small openings form 
part of the structure's canal-facing wall. 
Historic cannons from Amsterdam Battery 
found scattered throughout the V&A by the 
Cannon Association of South Africa and 
preserved for the development of the park 
are now on display inside the 
interpretation pavilion. The artefacts sit on 
top of precast concrete plinths, made to 
resemble old timber cannon carriages, 
allowing them to protrude through the 
embrasures and overlook the canal.

Partner at dhk and lead architect on the 
project Pierre Swanepoel says, “The 
intention was to facilitate a new hub of 
activity within the V&A district whilst being 
respectful to the heritage of the 
Amsterdam Battery, once a place of 
exclusion and incarceration, but now a 
public space designed to support and 
engage the greater Cape Town 
community”.

DHK completes urban park in Cape Town that 
references historic Amsterdam Battery       
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Teraco is building a massive 
data centre in Cape Town
Construction of CT2, Teraco’s 
recently announced data centre 
facility located in the Western Cape, 
is making steady progress.

The 30MW data centre facility is one 
of two new data centre development 
projects underway at Teraco – with 
the other being a 60MW expansion of 
its Johannesburg campus in Isando.

Teraco CEO Jan Hnizdo previously 
said the development of the 
company’s second Cape Town facility 
is driven by the growth of cloud in the 
area.

This has caused increased demand 
for resources from cloud providers, 
enterprises, and sub-sea cable 
operators.

“Proximity to the cloud, ecosystems, 
and the consumer market is vital in 
new digital architecture as 

enterprises move their applications 
into the cloud and transform their 
businesses,” said Hnizdo.

Hnizdo added that Teraco has seen 
increased uptake by the enterprise 
market in South Africa.

“Platform Teraco allows enterprises to 
have direct private connections to all 
the leading cloud providers in the 
most latency efficient, secure, and 
resilient manner possible,” he said.

“Enterprises can deploy their public, 
private and hybrid cloud strategies on 
Platform Teraco, which allows for 
complete freedom of choice from a 
cloud provider perspective.”

The details

Construction on Teraco’s CT2 data 
centre began in March 2020 and has 
continued in line with Covid-19 

restrictions.

Teraco said it has set a targeted 
completion date of Q3 2021 for the 
new data centre.

The facility will have eight data halls 
which span a total of 8,000 square 
metres of usable floor space.

This will double the existing data 
centre capacity Teraco has in the 
Cape Town region.

Teraco also confirmed that Internet 
exchange point NAPAfrica, which is 
Africa’s largest Internet exchange, 
will be deployed in the CT2 facility.

Teraco provided MyBroadband with 
photographs of the progress made in 
building the CT2 data centre, as well 
as renders of what it will look like 
when completed.





Hilton Garden Inn World's First Completely    
Smart Hotel set to open at Umhlanga Arch

Umhlanga Arch – a trendy new R1.3 
billion development near the Gateway 
super-regional mall in KwaZulu-Natal 
– is gearing up for the opening of 
South Africa's first Hilton Garden Inn 
hotel within the mixed-used property 
by November.

The 207-room hotel, covering 10 
000m2 and pegged as a four-star 
establishment, is a key part of the 
overall 45 000m2 development. 
Umhlanga Arch also includes a 32-
floor residential tower with 200 
apartments, 6 500m2 of office space, 
a retail section with several 
restaurants and upmarket stores, a 
flagship SMG BMW dealership, and a 
conference centre.

Durban property developer Charles 
Thompson is behind the project. His 
group Devmco is a 30% shareholder, 
while the major backer is local private 
equity firm Multiply Group.

“Construction began on our iconic 
Umhlanga Arch development in 2018 
and we are thrilled that the overall 
project is virtually complete, with the 
Hilton Garden Inn anticipated to 
officially open by November,” Said 
Thompson.

“The hotel will be handed over in 
October to Hilton, which is the global 
hotel group we've secured to manage 
the property.”

The Covid-19 pandemic and resultant 
lockdowns has dealt a severe blow to 
the tourism and hospitality industry, 
with many hotels across South Africa 
still closed.

'Timing couldn't be better’

However, following recent significant 
declines in new infections and the 
opening up of inter-provincial travel, 
Thompson believes the timing could 

not be better to open “Umhlanga's 
first internationally branded four-star 
hotel”

“Covid-19 had delayed the opening of 
our new hotel, but we are now getting 
ready to launch in November. The 
pandemic is on a downward slope in 
South Africa…People are going on 
with their lives and are now travelling 
for leisure, in addition to business 
travel which has been allowed for a 
few months now,” he says.

“Hilton Garden Inn Umhlanga Arch 
boasts world-class smart technology 
that is linked to a mobile app, which 
will make it easier for guests staying 
at the hotel to use lifts, access their 
rooms as well as control lights, the 
TV and aircon via their cell phones,” 
he notes.
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“It gives us a competitive edge both 
in the business and leisure market as 
the pandemic will mean people will 
still [be] being cautious in their travel 
choices.…
 
With the hotel also being part of 
Umhlanga Arch, an all-new mixed-
use business and leisure destination, 
we believe it will attract people from 
Gauteng and other parts of the 
country that traditionally descend on 
Durban over the festive season,” 

adds Thompson.

“We're expecting a massive influx of 
domestic tourists over December, 
especially from the landlocked 
provinces.
The hotel's developers strategically 
opted to open an international four-
star hotel within Umhlanga Arch, 
since most of the hotels around 
Gateway are three- and four-star 
locally-operated brands.
Along the nearby Umhlanga Rocks 

beachfront, the five-star market is 
covered by the Oyster Box and 
Beverly Hills hotels, while a new 
Radisson Blu hotel is also being 
developed as part of Vivian Reddy 
and Rob Alexander's Oceans 
Umhlanga joint-venture development, 
which stalled last year. (CIM 
understands the Radisson hotel 
component of the project has now 
resumed construction).

PYRO-COTE
PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION

031 464 7893 (KZN)
083 223 1333 (JHB)
www .pyrocote.com



“We saw a gap in the market for a 
premium four-star hotel that is 
operated by a globally recognised 
hotel group. Hilton is the perfect 
partner and [has] done very clever 
market analysis, which led to us 
deciding to open South Africa's first 
Hilton Garden Inn within our 
development,” says Thompson.

He adds that the retail and office 
components at Umhlanga Arch are 
majority let, while the residential 
tower is virtually sold out and 60% of 
residents have already taken up 
occupation.

“The residential tower is one of the 
tallest buildings to be built in Durban 
for years. We are planning to open a 
Michelin-star-rated restaurant and 
lounge on the top two floors of the 
tower … However, our Legacy Yard 
restaurant area on the retail and 
commercial side will open on October 
1,” he notes.

Andrew McLachlan, Hilton's 
managing director for development in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, says the group 
is thrilled to be opening its first Hilton 
Garden Inn in South Africa within the 
Umhlanga Arch mixed-used 
development.

“Hilton Garden Inn is our focused 
service upscale brand, designed to 

achieve market-leading performance 
by keeping development costs 
competitive,” he adds, noting that it is 
also amongst the top 5 fastest 
growing hotel brands in Africa.

McLachlan, a veteran hotel 
development executive, was 
headhunted by Hilton earlier this year 
from the Radisson group, which is 
also aggressively growing its 
presence on the continent.

Sharing Thompson's sentiments, he 
adds: “Hilton expects to have a 
strong domestic summer season as 
holiday travellers head to Umhlanga. 
The recovery of South Africa's hotel 
industry is tied to air traffic and 
connectivity, so it is very important 
that more domestic flights return to 
Durban and that our boarders open 
for international business and leisure 
travel.”

The Umhlanga Ridge area around 
Old Mutual's 175 000m2 Gateway 
shopping centre has seen a 
development boom over the last two 
decades, with JSE-listed Tongaat 
Hulett converting much of its 
sugarcane land there into prime 
commercial land. Umhlanga Arch is 
located within the multi-billion-rand 
Ridgeside precinct – a sea-facing site 
between Gateway and the Umhlanga 
Rocks beachfront.

Despite Tongaat Hulett's woes, 
development within Ridgeside has 
continued with the imminent 
completion of Umhlanga Arch in 
addition to other developments 
underway. Hilton's fellow US-based 
competitor Marriott International is 
reportedly also eyeing a new hotel 
development in the area.

“Umhlanga Arch is on a prime site 
along Lighthouse Drive,” says 
Thompson. “When we managed to 
secure the site three years ago, we 
knew we needed to develop 
something iconic for Durban. This 
mixed-used development offers a 
live-work-play-stay environment.”
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The Mammoth DSV 
Construction of the new DSV Park | 
Gauteng is currently underway. The 
project commenced in July 2019, and 
completion is expected in the first 
quarter of 2021. Occupancy is 
expected to commence in mid-
January 2021, with business units 
moving in on a phased basis after 
that.

This new facility is consistent with 
DSV's global strategy of 
consolidating office and warehouse 
space. One centralised DSV facility 

will have many benefits and will 
deliver a smoother, more seamless 
service to its customers. 

DSV Park | Gauteng, a single, state-
of-the-art facility in Serengeti 
Boulevard, Glen Marais between 
Oliver Tambo International Airport 
and Pretoria, will house most of the 
business units operating in the 
province, including DSV Centurion, 
DSV Raceway, DSV SSC 
Meadowview, DSC Automotive, DSV 
Jet Park and DSV DBE.

Business units in Gauteng which will 
remain where they are include 
Healthcare, Mounties (Gordon Road, 
Gauteng North, Gauteng Central) and 
Solutions (Raceway), ASP (Rosslyn), 
Nissan (Rosslyn), Volkswagen 
(Centurion), Nashua (Centurion), 
Iveco (Centurion), BMW (Waterfall), 
GDE (Doornfontein).

The single facility will be able to 
house approximately 2,000 DSV 
employees.



Park | Gauteng
Standout Features
a) Addressable lighting control system where each luminaire in the facility can be controlled from a central place and respond 
to pre-set inputs.
i.Wet Services:
b) Water heating in the staff facilities will be generated by air-to-water heat pumps with heat accumulators as hot water 
    storage vessels. Water heating by means of indirect heating through a high pressure and low pressure heating system. 
c) All equipment will be controlled and monitored through a building management system.
d) Truck wash facilities utilise the recycled water for the automated truck wash reducing the potable water load. Top up water 
    is fed from surrounding boreholes.
e) Rainwater is harvested from the roofs off the office, feeding the landscape irrigation system. Top up water is fed from 
    surrounding boreholes.
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Eco – Friendly
a) 1000kWP rooftop solar installation with a further 1700kWP will be installed when NERSA generation license is obtained. 
    This will ensure that the facility's base electrical loading is powered with solar power.
b) 100% LED lighting with low energy consumption in combination with motion and presence detection sensors to control 
     lights. Daylight harvesting is employed where luminaires intensity is adjusted to compensate for the natural light. 



Challenges 
Covid-19 has provided a significant 
challenge. Not only did construction 
cease for more than two months, but 
when the site re-opened in June, it 

did so with a range of health and 
safety measures to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19, including 
scanning stations, additional wash 
basins and segregated spaces in the 
rest areas to allow for social 

distancing.
Due to construction delay caused by 
Covid-19 the occupation dates have 
been pushed back slightly, from mid-
December 2020 to January 
2021.mpensate for the natural light. 

DSV Park in Size
Once completed DSV Park | Gauteng will house:
1. Logistics warehouse of 79 000 m²
2. Cross-dock facility of 39 000 m²
3. Office space of 10 000 m².
4. 1,638 parking bays, made up of 748 for the office, 372 for the warehouse and X-dock, 283 x 1 tonner bays, 157 x 4 and 8 
    tonner bays and 78 x 18 m / Superlink bays

Construction “fun facts” include:
Land size      390,286m2
(Equal to 38 rugby fields or 54 soccer fields)
Volume of bulk earthworks:   700,000 m3
Area of concrete yard and floors:     266,000 m2
Volume of concrete for construction:    60,000 m3
Fencing around the perimeter:     6,3 kms
Land size      390,286m2
(Equal to 38 rugby fields or 54 soccer fields)
Volume of bulk earthworks:   700,000 m3
Area of concrete yard and floors:     266,000 m2
Volume of concrete for construction:    60,000 m3
Fencing around the perimeter:     6,3 kms

Job Creation
DSV | Gauteng project has generated 850 construction jobs, moving up to 
1500 in the coming months. Local community jobs will be created 
wherever possible.

Related information
Ÿ Construction has started on DSV Park | Cape Town, which will be the 

new headquarters for all six of DSV's business units operating in the 
Western Cape.

Ÿ Some 750 employees will be housed in the new facility, and 
occupation is expected in July 2021.

Ÿ Machines on site include a 130-ton crane, two 25-ton cranes, one 8-
ton crane, two 20m cherry pickers, one 20-ton excavator, two 10m³ 
tippers and one TLB.

Ÿ More than 24,000m³ of concrete and 1,2 million tons of steel will be 
used in the project.

Area

Yard

Warehouse Surface bed – Cross

Warehouse Surface bed – Main

Office Slabs and Surface bed

Mezzanine Slabs

Pilot Office Slabs + Surface bed

Foundations

In Situ Cols

Precast Columns

Precast Panels

Total

DSV - Solar City
Concrete Vol - m³

7 915

1 419

6 085

1 091

3 888

329

1 984

251

505

783

24 256

Steel - Kg

N/A

N/A

N/A

109199

388812

32998

496125

34044

73656

73793

1208627
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Acend Consulting Engineers were 
appointed for the HVAC and BMS 
installations.  The main office building has a 
high efficiency R1234ze green refrigerant 
air-cooled chiller plant with central VAV 
AHU's incorporating an economy cycle and 

CO2 demand-based ventilation.  Meeting 
rooms and canteen are served with ceiling 
FCU's with heat recovery and conditioned 
fresh air.  The conditioned section of the 
warehouse is served by 4-pipe high 
efficiency air cooled R1234ze chillers and 

CAV AHU's.  All other smaller office 
buildings are conditioned with VRV Heat 
Recovery systems with conditioned fresh 
air.  A BMS system monitors HVAC, 
electrical, fire and domestic water systems 
across all buildings on the site.



W a t t  I n t e r c h a n g e  e x p e c t e d 
to stand as a high quality integrated 
public transpor t interchange.
The project, located between 
Alexandra and Sandton central, is 
expected to bring about a major 
rejuvenation in the area and forms 
part of the Rea Vaya BRT Phase 1c 
project along the Louis Botha 
Corridor of Freedom.

According to the Johannesburg 
Development Agency (JDA) once 
completed, the Watt Interchange will 
stand as a high quality integrated 
public transport interchange which 
will consist of underground basement 
loading and off-loading bays, 
commuter information area, 
designated trunk route and 
universally accessible facility.

The R343 million project is part of the 
City's plan for residents and students 
to live closer to public transport 

facilities to allow for easier and 
quicker access to the City. From 
Arkwright Avenue to Chadwick 
Avenue along Old Pretoria Road, 
mass earthworks, completed columns 
and reinforced steel are just some of 
the construction work which can be 
seen after construction activities 
recommenced under Covid-19 
Lockdown Level 3.

Superstructures, concrete beams, 
lateral support piling and retaining 
walls can also be seen making the 
shape of what will be the most 
complex transport interchange in the 
Johannesburg region. Its connection 
to the Rea Vaya Bus Rapid Transport 
(BRT) System, Phase 1C will include 
the trunk route from Sandton to 
Alexandra along Rivonia Road and 
Katherine Avenue, and the trunk 

route from Parktown to Alexandra 
along Louis Botha Avenue. Mini-bus 
taxis in the Alexandra Township will 
also be able to connect with the Rea 
Vaya system, optimising public 
transport in the city. The City added 
that the project will also see the 
construction of new BRT lanes and 
an underground station with 
associated structures, and bulk 
earthworks.

Construction work at the Watt 
Interchange completed so far 
includes the demolishing of the 
previous bridge and the interchange 
at Watt Street, upstand concrete 
beams, columns for viaduct, 
allocation and relocation of services 
construction and retaining wall 
construction.
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Ground Engineering

Ground Engineering (Pty) Ltd was appointed by the Watt Street 
JV on the New Watt Street Bus Rapid Transport Station Project 
for the execution of all piling and lateral support work. The 
scope of work entailed the installation of 348 temporary cased 
soldier piles which later changed to CFA,1148 multi-strand 
anchors,1404 permanent soil nails, 7075m² of 200mm thick 
reinforced shortcrete and a further installation of 220 CFA 
piles in the viaduct section.

The two major challenges were (a) the presence of 
underground water causing severe collapse whilst 
installing soldier piles, strand anchors and soil nails; (b) 
substantial rock. The Bauer CFA piling technique using the B-Tronic instrumentation was accepted by the client as being the best geotechnical 
solution for both ground conditions. The adopted technique resulted in a cost saving in excess of R8 Million and a one month pull-back on the project 
programme.

Final completion was achieved in July 2020 under extreme conditions of COVID-19 lockdown restrictions and a number of 
forced stoppages, mostly related to local community and taxi industry concerns - This is a testament to the resilient team 
proudly associated with Ground Engineering.

On the 1st of July 2020, Aveng Africa (Pty) Ltd sold all of its interest in the Aveng Ground Engineering business (GEL) to 
Ground Engineering (Pty) Ltd, a 100% black owned Company. The new entity, Ground Engineering (Pty) Ltd retained the 
use of the name GEL. The new owner and Managing Director Mr. Raymond Cele, an Engineer by profession, brings a 
wealth of experience which will propel GEL into greater heights. This move brings about enhanced B-BBEE credentials 
and a wealth of operational experience to the business.

The Company's major focus will remain Piling, Grouting, Lateral Support, and Renewable Energy foundations with a small 
division involved in Geotechnical Investigations to assist Consulting Engineers and Clients in project planning.

Ground Engineering (Pty)Ltd.
96 Maple Street
Pomona
Kempton Park
1619

Tel: 060 791 1089

www .groundengineering.co.za
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The Ridge is a landmark commercial 
office development currently under 
construction at the V&A Waterfront.

Located at the hub of a new 
commercial precinct called the 
Portswood District, the Ridge is 
adjacent to Merchant House, the first 
green office development at the 
Waterfront lying in between 
Portswood and Dock Roads.

The Ridge and the adjacent emerging 
district development realises the V&A 
Waterfront's development vision of 
creating sustainable buildings. The 
vision, termed “Our Normal”, will raise 
the bar on new office block 
developments not only in the V&A 
Waterfront, but countrywide. The new 
building is designed to meet and 
exceed the accommodation 
requirements of global consulting 
giant, Deloitte, which has 
commissioned the building as its 
Cape Town regional office. This 
landmark new building will consist of 
progressive design elements 
customised to house its occupants in 
a productive, sustainable and energy 
efficient manner.

David Green, the CEO of the V&A 
Waterfront, believes that developers 
who understand and respond to the 
needs of building occupants are 
practicing leadership for the future. “A 
vital part of the circular economy is 
the focus on people. This building 
seeks to create an unparalleled 
internal environment with the highest 
level of natural light and fresh air. 

“The Ridge effectively offers an oasis 
in the city. Inhabitants will enjoy its 
inspiring views, its inner green 

spaces, including a groundbreaking 
'central street' concept naturally 
ventilated with fresh air, breakaway 
zones and a reflective environment.

Construction began early in 2019 and 
the roof slab was completed in 
January 2020. The overall completion 
date and the subsequent handover to 
Deloitte are scheduled for October 
2020. The site was previously a 
parking lot which serviced the 
renowned UCT Graduate School of 
Business Campus, the Breakwater 
Lodge building and other existing 
commercial buildings in the vicinity.

This unique new district of the V&A 
Waterfront has a commercial property 
focus, including also a mixed-use 
element with a strong emphasis on 
urban mobility. Other upcoming 
developments there include a new 6 
500m2 office building and the 
upgrade and restoration of the 
historic villas targeting boutique 
financial, legal and professional firms.

On the ground, the Ridge features a 
number of 'firsts' for the green 
building/sustainability industry, which 
set new standards for the industry in 
South Africa. These include energy-
efficient and passive climate control 
measures, the use of renewables, 
sustainable water handling and 
usage, the lowering of the carbon 
footprint of the building and a focus 
on the use of natural lighting. 

Dematerialisation, a concept that has 
grown in popularity globally as the 
climate crisis is fully understood, 
means consciously using fewer 
materials to than conventional design 
solutions. Hence, this lowers the 

environmental footprint of the building 
on the planet. This is manifested at 
The Ridge in unique ways, including 
designing the concrete structure to be 
as efficient as possible. 

The project has sequestered plastic 
waste collected from a variety of 
sources and encapsulating this in the 
building core. Additionally, the usage 
of timber as the facade of the building 
is a South African first. Much of the 
building features a cross-laminated 
timber (CLT) facade that provides not 
only a warm and authentic feel to the 
exterior but significantly reducing the 
buildings carbon footprint. The façade 
is designed to facilitate passive 
climate control inside and hence 
contributes to a comfortable and 
natural working environment for 
building users.

Marius Alberts, the regional leader at 
the Deloitte office in Cape Town says 
that the Deloitte journey of 
sustainability has been behind their 
move to such a green building on the 
Southern tip of Africa. 
“Deloitte already occupies the Edge 
building in Amsterdam South, one of 
the highest rated green building in the 
world as confirmed by the British 
BREEAM rating standard. The Edge 
building uses IoT connectivity to 
optimise its energy efficiency and 
promote employee mobility and 
wellness goals. So we incorporated 
this approach into our new office at 
the Waterfront Ridge. We are driven 
by an overall corporate commitment 
to sustainability, demonstrated by our 
commitment to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals into 
corporate responsibility and 
sustainability vision”, he adds.

The Ridge, V & A Waterfront newest development
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Peter Place Office Park, Hampton House
54 Peter Place,
Bryanston
Johannesburg
mvw@mvw.co.za
Tel: 011-706-0443
Fax: 011-706-6074

HOTEL SKY SANDTON TO OPEN AT 

150 WEST STREET

As the newest hotel in Africa’s 
business hub, HotelSkySandton will 
boast over 450 rooms, as well as 
world-class conference venues, 
restaurants, bars and other facilities.

An anticipated, must-experience 
attraction will be three artificial 
intelligence powered robotic 
assistants named Micah, Lexi and 
Ariel, tasked with assisting with 
baggage portage, room service 
deliveries and guest relations. They 
will also be able to answer guests 
questions about Hotel Sky Sandton, 
local attractions and anything else 
residents could want to know.

Sharing a street with the Sandton 
Convention Centre (SCC), the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE) 

and Africa’s tallest building, The 
Leonardo, HotelSkySandton will offer 
those traveling on business all the 
essentials, including a 190-seater 
auditorium and 240-seater 
conference rooms, along with smaller 
meeting and conference rooms for up 
to 14 people.

The hotel will also feature The Galileo 
Lounge, located in a huge atrium on 
the 2nd floor, and will feature a 
unique self-playing grand piano, 
complimenting two of the hotels 
mouth-watering restaurants.

The Eclipse Restaurant on the 5th 
floor looks to serve up a delicious 
menu complimented by unparalleled 
views of Sandton, whilst The Equinox 
Restaurant on the 1st floor will 

primarily serve breakfast and dinner, 
featuring live cooking stations. The 
pool terrace, offering a light menu of 
tapas, finger snacks and drinks, 
which can be ordered through the 
HotelSky app, will also be home to a 
heated pool that promises to be the 
largest hotel pool in Sandton.

The Hotel Sky Sandton will also be 
home to a spa located on the 1st 
floor, with a wide selection of relaxing 
and pampering experiences in seven 
treatment rooms, ranging from 
massages and skin treatments to 
cleanses and pedicures. On the 
same floor, there will also be a gym, 
kitted out with a range of state-of-the-
art weightlifting, cardio and other 
fitness equipment.



8 45th Avenue, Dooringkloof East
Pretoria, 0062
PO Box 25424, Monument Park
Pretoria, 0105

T: +27 12 346 3491
T:+27 12 346 4052
F:+27 86 240 6763
E: info@archstone.co.za



New State–Of–The –Art Selby BRT Depot
The Johannesburg Development 
Agency (JDA), on behalf of the City of 
Johannesburg's Department of 
Transport, recently revamped the 
existing Selby bus depot in the 
Johannesburg inner city, to turn it into 
a state-of-the-art Rea Vaya Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) depot for Phase 
1B and Phase 1C operations.

The construction of the Selby BRT 
Depot was undertaken in phases, 
namely phase 1, phase 2B and 
phase 2C. 

The first phase, entailed the 
construction of the perimeter fence, 
bus parking area platform, site 
access road, main parking area 
driveway upgrade and the 
construction of the main entrance 
road into the depot (along Pat 
Mbatha road intersection with 
Ignatius Street). 

Phase 2B; construction of the bus 
depot workshops, refueling garages, 
and phase 2C; construction of the 
administration building. 

The Selby BRT Depot, which was 
formerly used by Putco Bus, will 
accommodate up to 270 buses and 
feature an administration building, 
maintenance building, washing and 
refueling bays and an Intelligent 

Transport System (ITS) control 
centre. The administration block 
features ablution facilities, a canteen, 
offices and staff and visitors parking. 

The depot, which will service two Rea 
Vaya BRT operating companies, will 
be utilised for major and minor 
maintenance of buses, by 
maintaining in-service buses and out 
of service buses. 

The centrally located depot will 
minimise dead mileage, as well as 
minimise the time lost by buses in 
traffic congestion between depots 
and route starting points. 

This facility is a testament to the 
City's medium-term focus to 
improving the existing bulk 
infrastructure to support increased 
development, improve public 
environments and social facilities, as 
well as linkages to the public 
transport facilities.

In 2013, the JDA developed the first 
depot in Meadowlands in Soweto. 
The Selby BRT depot was revamped 
to be on par with the Meadowlands 
depot, which is environmentally 
friendly and custom-made for Rea 
Vaya buses.

Environmentally friendly features 

include lights controlled by sensors; a 
robust, mild steel sheeting for the 
roof; and cladding to help with climate 
control, and a noise-wall barrier 
erected around the premises.

The roof structures will also allow 
direct sunlight into the building to 
reduce the need for artificial lighting. 
Water is recycled for reuse in the 
buildings and the wash bay. This 
construction also plays a role in job 
creation and skills development, with 
30% of the contract value being 
awarded to SMMEs. 

Public transport and related 
infrastructure has been seen as an 
instrument for change; with initiatives 
encouraging transit services to 
function at an optimum level, and 
help contribute to reshaping urban 
form and catalyse further 
development in the inner city and the 
City, as a whole.
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The need for this project stems from the 
city of Johannesburg's attempt to 
formalise its public transport into a more 
structured arterial flow from what is 
currently the case with the minibus public 
transport. 

Ruwacon (Pty) Ltd were contracted in 
May 2019 for the upgrading, renovation 
and retrofitting of the existing Selby bus 
depot. The new facility will allow the Rea 
Vaya operators to maintain their fleet with 
newly installed specialized equipment, 
such as: the break testing facilities, a 
spray booth, a refuelling facility with 
AdBlue dispensers, an automatic and 
manual bus washing facility allowing for 
the reclamation of grey water. A 
significant amount of the scope also 
consists of layer works and the 
construction of panelled concrete 
roadways and parking areas. The major 
change in the topographic design of site 
also required extensive alterations to the 
storm water and subsoil infrastructure. 
The existing workshop superstructure 
was to be stripped bare. Damage and 
rust was assessed and treated in a 
topical manner and all structural steel 
was recoated with a specialized coating 
to insure longevity to the end user. The 
structure is then to be re-clad using a 
modern sheeting system. The site also 
required a major upgrade to its fire 
protection infrastructure to meet modern 
standards. The extraction systems have 

also been specified to directly extract 
monoxide from the busses to prevent 
build-up. 

“We have successfully incorporated 
SMME's into a project that has a strong 
emphasis on specialised mechanical & 
electrical installation, employing smaller 
local sub-contractors to be involved with, 
for eg.  spray booth and HVAC 
installations, under the mentorship of 
established industry partners, has proven 
to be a successful empowerment 
exercise” comments Ruwacon Contracts 
Manager Alex Keevy.   

The site being situated on an old refuse 
dump necessitated the installation of 
grouted piles to insure that the load 
disperses into the underlying bedrock and 
supplements the unpredictable 
geotechnical traits of the soil. Piles were 
grouted at varying depths from 10m to 
15m. “During piling, we struck numerous 
large concrete obstruction at depths 
exceeding 6m, remnants of the sites 
history as a landfill for building rubble. 
This necessitated quick and creative 
solutions to clearing obstructions at 
compromising depths without risk to life 
and limb whilst maintaining a very tight 
schedule” says Ruwacon Construction 
Manager Armand van der Merwe.

The structure to be refurbished had been 
built in the 1960's. This in itself presented 
a risk of asbestos being found whilst 
demolition works commenced due to its 
popularity in the bygone era of 
construction. Knowing this we surveyed 
suspect materials and had them 
laboratory tested. It was found that the 
existing ceilings were indeed asbestos. 

As a registered asbestos contractor 
Ruwacon were able to quickly produce 
the necessary documentation for the 
department of labour, to start with the 
safe removal and certified disposal of this 
hazardous waste, without extra 
impediment to the scheduled activities.

The structure had numerous existing 
concrete oil water separators that had 
been left to deteriorate by the previous 
occupants. This raised a serious concern 
regarding environmental contamination. 
We had expedited the process of the 
removal and disposal thereof through 
means of ash blending the waste to 
neutralise the oil contained therein. The 
ash blend was only considered after 
exhausting the possibility of recycling the 
material.

This project and many others along the 
same vein currently in progress in South 
Africa's metropolitan areas aim at 
providing safer, more modern & efficient 
modes of transport to all demographics 
whilst reducing the strain on the current 
road infrastructure. As a multi-disciplined, 
successful contractor with CIDB level 9 
grading, the scope of the project falls 
perfectly in the lap of Ruwacon and they 
envisage timeous completion in February 
2020.

Tel: 051 403 0400
info@ruwacon.co.za
www.ruwacon.co.za

Head Office: 6 Mimosa St, 
East End, Bloemfontein

Gauteng Regional Office: 
12 Victoria Link Rd,

Route 21 Corporate Park, Irene 
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Construction is nearing completion 
for the development of Massmart's 53 
000sq/m Distribution Centre in 
Brackengate, western cape.

The project which is being developed 
by Redefine Property Fund, 
comprises the civils, bulk 
infrastructure provision and 
construction of the 50,000m2 
warehouse facility including 
associated office space.

Massmart is a managed portfolio of 
two business units – Massmart 
Wholesale and Massmart Retail. Both 
are focused on high-volume, low 
margin, low cost distribution of mainly 
branded consumer goods for cash, 
through 420 stores in 13countries in 
sub-Saharan Africa.
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Massmart Distribution Centre Brackengate 
nears completion

2nd Floor, Ebden House, Belmont Park, Belmont Road, Rondebosch 7701, Cape Town
PostNet Suite #312, Private Bag X16, Constantia, 7848

t : 27 (0) 21 012 5062
f : 27 (0) 86 520 7959
e : info@ceng.co.za
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Steyn City's massive new R5.5 billion plan 
– which includes a beach
Steyn City's massive new R5.5 billion plan 
– which includes a beach

Luxury private estate, Steyn City, 
recently launched the next phase of 
its development vision, which will 
introduce 'old-town' luxury 
apartments, a heliport, and a clear 
water beach lagoon.

The 900-hectare estate is located 
between Fourways and Lanseria in 
Johannesburg, and is the largest 
estate in the country in terms of land 
size.

We've been busy creating the very 
best lifestyle in the world,” says 
Giuseppe Plumari, CEO of Steyn City 
Properties. 

He adds that the company's 
commitment represents far more than 
a desire to provide an incomparable 
home for residents; rather, it's about 
heeding the call of South Africa's 
leaders, and investing in the future of 
the country.

It's a significant investment indeed. 

“When Steyn City was first introduced 
to the market, we invested R6,5 
billion in infrastructure to ensure that 
all facilities and amenities were in 

place by the time purchasers took up 
residence. Our investment also went 
to supporting infrastructure for the 
greater region, including roads, water 
and sewerage. This was important to 
us, because we wanted to show 
investors what they were buying into, 
rather than making empty promises. 
We also told the marketplace that we 
would be ready to invest a further 
R5,5 billion at a later date – and 
that's precisely what we're doing.”

This latest investment is the seed of 
the City Centre; the gem in the Steyn 
City crown which is now completed, 
with the first 220 units comprising 
Phase I which was launched this 
year. 

With a total of over 700 apartments 
and 11 penthouses, this unique and 
prestigious development boasts a 
number of facilities so far unseen in 
South Africa, including a heliport and 
lagoon. 

One of the reasons Steyn City 
remains in high demand (with 1 098 
people making it home since 2015) is 
because of the lifestyle resort's 
considerable investment in security, 

coupled with an unprecedented 
lifestyle. 

Crime is, of course, a major concern 
for most South Africans, and Steyn 
City's cutting-edge measures mean 
that residents can enjoy the 
magnificent array of facilities, 
including 45 kms of promenade to 
run, walk or cycle with complete 
peace of mind. 

At the same time, developers are 
making their own efforts to stem the 
tide of crime by providing 
employment. 

“Our location alongside Diepsloot is 
not accidental. To the contrary, it was 
carefully planned,” Plumari says, 
noting that Steyn's vision was to 
ensure that the parkland residence 
which bears his name holds benefits 
for all South Africans. To this end, 
Steyn City has created thousands of 
employment opportunities for the 
Diepsloot community through its 
labour desk. At present, 1 835 people 
are deployed at City Centre alone, a 
figure which is increasing weekly as 
more subcontractors are introduced 
on site.



OCT-NOV 2020 // CI MAGAZINE // 31

“Significantly, our proximity to the 
community means that people who 
work do not have high transport 
expenses. Instead, they can save 
their salaries for essentials like 
school uniforms and stationery.” 

The development of Steyn City has 
created other advantages, too, most 
notably for those who travel through 
the New North; the hub that connects 
Pretoria, Midrand and Johannesburg. 
Steyn City is a significant contributor 
to the development of R511 (William 
Nicol); a project which will see this 
corridor open to the N14. 

The City Centre redefines luxury 
living in South Africa, with design and 
facilities never seen before at any 
lifestyle estate or gated community.

“We've pulled out all the stops,” 
Plumari promises. “Steyn City is the 
only place in South Africa where you 
can schedule a meeting at the last 
minute and be there within the hour – 
thanks to our heliport, which allows 
you to bypass all traffic by hopping 
into a helicopter.”

The magic starts with the City Centre 

itself: picture an entirely 
pedestrianised city of over 700 
apartments and 11 penthouses, 
spilling down a stepped hillside in the 
manner of yesteryear's citadels. 
Architect Bryan Charters of SCAD 
(Steyn City Architecture and Design) 
explains that this has been made 
possible by building the City Centre 
on top of a super basement capable 
of accommodating 2 000 cars.

The apartments are reached from the 
basement via 18 core lifts, which 
incorporate design elements such as 
timber, sandstone, granite and 
marble. 

Each lift core is visually unique, 
making it easy for users to remember 
where they've parked their car. 
Charters adds that the basements 
are nothing like the dingy spaces 
we've become used to. Instead, they 
have been envisaged as design 
elements in their own right, featuring 
light and green spaces to ensure 
spaciousness, while high roofs 
provide ventilation and create a 
sense of volume. “We invested 
enormous effort in getting the parks 
and green spaces to fold into the 

basements. We also cut large 
openings into the basement roofs to 
allow for light and ventilation. The 
result is a basement like none seen 
before, Charters says. 

The City Centre is serviced by a 
network of tunnels beneath the 
basement level, which feature refuse 
shoots leading off each of the core 
lifts and diverting all refuse and 
services. This allows for a cleaner 
environment without visual 'noise'.

Each apartment features Blu-line 
kitchens with integrated Gaggenau 
appliances. “This is one of the largest 
single Gaggenau installations in the 
world,” Charters enthuses. Made in 
Germany, Gaggenau is a 
manufacturer of high-quality home 
appliances and is acknowledged as 
an innovation leader in design and 
technology. With a history dating 
back to 1683, the company has 
revolutionised the domestic kitchen 
with its internationally acclaimed 
products. “This is definitely the 
biggest project for us in Africa. And 
one of the biggest in the world,” 
comments managing director, 
AlperSengul of Gaggenau.
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Kohler fittings and sanitaryware have 
been installed throughout. 

Residents at the City Centre bask in 
what is best described as one of 
South Africa's most beautiful lifestyle 
hubs. In keeping with Steyn City 
aesthetic, which places heavy 
emphasis on the outdoors, the City 
Centre has a number of parks and 
green spaces (most of which can be 
accessed directly from the 
basement). 

The most noteworthy of these is the 
central park on the City Centre's 
lower level, lined with restaurants and 
boutiques. This park finds its upper-

level counterpart in a large piazza, 
which is located on a canal and, 
again, is surrounded by a number of 
high-end stores. According to 
Charters, these form part of 5 000 
sqm of mixed-use retail space, which 
includes artisanal food merchants, 
beauticians, hair salons, pharmacies, 
eateries, florists, and many other 
service providers whose presence 
makes life easier for residents – 
especially since their service typically 
includes home delivery.

A large rim flow resort pool, complete 
with heated section, offers yet 
another option for relaxing and 
entertainment. Added to this, the City 

Centre features several residential 
roof top pools, allowing residents a 
private space, close to the sun, 
above the City Centre. Added to this, 
the penthouses are designed with 
their own private roof top plunge 
pools.

In stark contrast to the City Centre's 
old-town aesthetic are the amenities 
which ensure that life can proceed at 
the pace that modern city dwellers 
have come to expect. The City 
Centre functions as a world class, 
smart city; it is entirely self-contained, 
and has been fitted with its own water 
reservoir and generators to protect 
against disruptions to services.

Lagoon
Each of the luxury apartment homes 
is connected to the Lagoon, one of 
the City Centre's most exciting 
features. The Steyn City Clearwater 
Lagoon has been designed and built 
by GAST Clearwater, a South African 
company boasting a 58-year track 
record, while Renico has undertaken 
the bulk earthworks.

“Residential lagoons are a relatively 
new concept in South Africa: 
however, they are one of the highest 
attracting amenities for residential 
developments around the world,” 
comments Kevin Gast, CEO of 
GAST. It's not only the size of this 
feature that warrants mention, at 
300m long; also remarkable is the 
fact that it is entirely chemical free, 
using GAST's Clearwater purification 
process to produce crystalline water.

The lagoon's incredible features are 
as good as any of South Africa's 
seaside destinations, including a 
kiddies' water park, beach areas, 
volley ball courts, change facilities 
and a kiosk where you can grab 
refreshments and rent necessities 
like umbrellas or sports equipment.

The City Centre's heliport adds yet 
another dimension of convenience to 
life at the City Centre.  The heliport's 
unique loading bay means a number 
of helicopters can be loaded 
simultaneously, so there's no delay 
between taxi and take off for a large 
contingent. 

Passengers are invited to wait within 
the beautiful reception area; with 
graceful lines inspired by a 
helicopter's rotors, this facility is 
complete with a lounge and TV area, 
inviting coffee area, office suite and 
washroom facilities. “This is another 
way in which we are striving to make 
life more convenient – again, it's 
about saying goodbye to traffic jams 
as we explore new ways to enhance 
effectiveness. It's part of what makes 
Steyn City unique.” 

Heliport



CSI Thabile Networking Solutions 
(Pty) Ltd. is a Level 2 BEE 
company. Established in 1981, 
the company has, over a period 
of almost 40 years, earned a 
reputation for being industry 
leaders, having superior expertise 
with respect to relocating, 
upgrading, or establishing new 
Data Centre environments and 
high-speed Cable Infrastructures. 

CSI Thabile's Sales and 
Marketing Director, Mark 
Cheketri, highlights some of the 
technology and service delivery 
issues on this project. He also 
discusses the company's 
philosophy whenever larger 
projects, like this one, are 
undertaken.

TECHNOLOGY

“We were officially awarded the contract in May 2019. In brief, the scope of 
works was to provide a high-speed state-of-the-art communications 
infrastructure for 283 apartments ranging from 2 Bed Apartments to 
Penthouses and the Shopping Areas as well as common areas in the 
prestigious Steyn City development. 
The contract included:
Ÿ Data Cabinets (including Server racks as well as wall mount cabinets 

with full infill)
Ÿ Single mode Fibre for the backbone and distribution links
Ÿ Molex Category 6 cable, patch panels, outlets, and associated 

components for the Security network
Ÿ Legrand Category 6 cable, patch panels, outlets, and associated 

components for the apartment communications
Ÿ Mylar Screened cables for the access control systems and Coax cable 

for the DSTV systems
Ÿ The installation of Raised Access flooring to the Main Server Room, 

Control room and the Backup Room
Ÿ A fully automated Eco Friendly Novec 1230 fire suppression system 

coupled to a Kentec Sigma control panel in the main server room. 

CSI Thabile Networking Solutions (Pty) Ltd – a Level 2 B-BBEE Company- Established in 1981.

Proud to be associated with the Steyn City – City Centre Project.

EMPLOYEES ON SITE
Regarding the number of employees CSI Thabile sends to site, “there are many interdependencies, but because 
we predominantly make use of our in-house fully trained teams, we have the ability to slow down or accelerate as 
required. We could have anything from a single team on site to up to twenty teams on any given day.  We plan 
our installations carefully to avoid standing time on site.”

WORKING WITH THE OTHER CONTRACTORS
“Working in harmony with the consultant and project manager is essential. Over the years we have worked 
alongside the same teams on a regular basis, and on a site like this, we find that the contractors understand each 
other, and everyone knows what the expectations are. We respect each other's space because we know that 
there is a deadline on the main contractor from the developer and an expectation on each of us to deliver.”

CONSISTENCY
Cheketri continued to explain “The IT industry is small, and service is the name of the game. Although we face 
daily challenges, it is about how they are resolved that is important, even if there is an associated cost. 
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52 Katherine Street 

Address: 100A Sandton Drive, Parkmore / Tel:  011 784 5221 / www.orionpm.co.za
Kevin McPherson 083 625 3820  / kmcpherson@orionpm.co.za | Paul Hoogendyk 082 853 1952 / phoogendyk@orionpm.co.za

52 Katherine Street is a new 3 storey 
P-Grade office development by 
Alchemy, located on the corner of 
Katherine Street and Albertyn Avenue 
in the Sandton CBD, which gives it 
the advantage of a strong street-
facing presence. An integral part of 
the rapidly-developing Katherine 
Street Development Node, it enjoys 
close proximity to Sandton City, the 
retail floor at Discovery and several 
significant arterial roadways and 
highways.This development 
completes the Sasol precinct with a 
strong street-facing presence.

The corner is dominated by Sasol 
Place, which has a high basement 
both to the west and south. “We had 
to create a design that was very 
different from Sasol, bearing in mind 
that 52 Katherine Street itself was 
only three storeys and has Sasol 
basements as it backdrop. Hence the 
main challenge was to design a 
building that did not, on the one hand, 

obstruct or take away from Sasol 
Place, but was able to have its own 
distinct identity,” explains Paragon 
Group Director Anthony Orelowitz.

“It is a difficult piece of land to 
develop because it is quite a sloping 
site. We selected a palette of 
materials quite different from the 
complex glass façade of Sasol Place. 
We chose to clad the façade with 
large porcelain tiles which were 
3000x1500mm in size. These tiles 
look like Blanco and Nero marble, 
creating a contrast against the Sasol 
basements and differentiating the 
design,” adds Orelowitz.

The marble and aluminium over-clad 
structure weaves at each storey, 
undulating and creating balconies 
and overhangs. Three landscaped 
courtyards allow light and air to 
penetrate the floor plate. Large 
openable full-height windows allow 
user-driven habitation, natural 

ventilation and abundance of light 
into the workspace.

“The courtyards were planned 
specifically to maximise the light on 
the western and southern aspects,” 
highlights Orelowitz. The result was a 
building that is quite distinctive from 
many of Paragons designs.

The project is due to be completed in 
Q2 of 2021.
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