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CORAL POINT
SIBAYA DEVELOPMENT

CORAL POINT is situated in the heart of the prestigious SIBAYA precinct, with unobstructed sea views. It
is adjacent to the very exclusive Signature Estate and lies immediately behind the natural forest and sea,
facing East. The development has been architecturally designed to capitalise on its prime position, by
maximising views and celebrating open spaces.
The Sibaya Coastal Precinct is founded on ecological principles, embedded in the philosophy
of embracing the natural beauty of its surrounds. Architecture is masterfully integrated in
harmony with nature, creating a unique lifestyle precinct that espouses balance and stressfree living by the sea. Beautiful landscaped boulevards come alive with restaurants and
coffee shops which are interspersed amongst residential and commercial nodes.
CORAL POINT comprises 152 apartments, most of which have panoramic views of forest
and ocean. Choose from bachelors, 1, 2 or 3 bedroomed apartments all with secure
parking, 24 hour security and full access to the bouquet of Sibaya facilities.
Coral Point has been beautifully designed to maximise views and create a resort-like feel,
with its terraced levels and communal green spaces. The arc of the design is aesthetically
appealing with its focal point being the central landscaped areas which overlook and
embrace the sea and forest views. Coral Point has taken ecological principles and infused
this into contemporary architecture perfectly integrating indoor and outdoor living.
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Mandukas Formwork is proud to have been involved with
Shoreline Sibaya

Cape Town: Office: 021 556 8769 • Cell: 074 144 7160
KZN Office: Cell: 079 181 9382

SVEN ARRO
031 573 2336 | 082 414 3976
sven@redlineconsulting.co.za
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One giant leap forward for Civil Engineering
Training at the University of Pretoria.
T

he transportation engineering sector in South Africa faces many challenges at present. Limited training to bridge the current knowledge gap
combined with a shortage of training facilities and testing laboratories
count amongst these challenges. A collaborative effort between SANRAL,
the University of Pretoria and CSIR was initiated to establish an Integrated
Education, National Certification, National Reference and Research Laboratories Facility. This collaboration projects to improve the quality of training and avoid costly and unnecessary duplication of laboratory facilities.
ARC Architects, whom have an established footprint in educational design, were appointed by the University of Pretoria to facilitate
the design process and construction of this exclusive facility with a
team of best of breed consultants. This development will consist of a
Reference Laboratory, Training Laboratory, Accelerated Pavement
Testing Facility and an Active Traffic Track, as well as a Concrete
Research Laboratory. As this is the 1st Phase of the larger Masterplan, the reception area will boast collaborative areas, offices, open
teaching spaces and an auditorium. Expansion of the laboratory to
other Civil Engineering disciplines will form part of future Phases.

Expected completion of Phase 1 will be by February 2020.

Due to the many advantages of Tilt-Up construction, this was considered
as the most preferred building method. All walls are cast on site and lifted
into their final position thus maximising many of the unique and sustainable benefits of concrete for a cost- effective building technique and efficient
construction method. All the components to be tilted up are formed on a
temporary concrete casting bed near the building footprint. After the concrete has cured, the sections are tilted from horizontal to vertical by cranes
and braced into position until all the structural components are secured.
Tilt-Up construction is known to be cost-effective, low maintenance, fire
resistant and allows for shorter building times - all vital aspects that had
to be considered during the planning stages. This building approach allows for a functional, durable and aesthetically pleasing end-product.
.
Photos by André Broekman & Rick Vandoorne at UP

1st fl. Grosvenor Place, 235 Grosvenor St,
Hatfield, 0083
+27 12 362 7350
+27 82 446 3626
ants@arc.co.za
Anton de Jongh
www.arcarchitects.co.za
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NEW FUTURE

TRANSPORTATION HUB
(ENGINEERING 4.0) UNDERWAY AT UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

The University of Pretoria’s Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information
Technology, the SA National Roads Agency Limited (SANRAL) and the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) have embarked on a major partnership to establish an
Integrated Education, National Certification, National Reference and Research Laboratories
Facility to the value of R280 million in the area of transportation. The partnership is part of
UP’s Future Transportation and Smart Cities research focus to lead South Africa into the
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR).
“This is going to be a unique project, in the sense
that for the first time in Africa, UP will have an
accredited national reference laboratory, accredited
in terms of meeting international standards, and the
reference laboratory to reference for testing purposes
8 // CI MAGAZINE // Nov-Dec 2019

for industry at large. Our alumni and other engineers
in the industry will benefit a lot from this project,”
said Prof Sunil Maharaj, Dean of Engineering, Built
Environment and Information Technology at UP.

The future transportation hub will be housed in the new
Engineering 4.0 facility on the Hillcrest campus, on the
doorstep of the N1/N4 Proefplaas Interchange. The sod-turning
ceremony took place on 4 December 2018, and the completion
of the facility is planned for November 2019. This facility will
consist of the accredited SANRAL National Roads Materials
Reference Laboratory, training laboratory, an Accelerated
Pavement Testing facility, an active traffic track for real traffic
testing, and an upgraded concrete research laboratory. The
facility also provides future expansion of the laboratory, and
experimental and testing facilities related to interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary research. The vision is to have a research hub
where industry, academia, government and research students
across the world can develop future innovation to make South
Africa and Africa a smart country and continent.
“This three-way partnership demonstrates the ability to align
individual priorities to create a bigger impact jointly. While the
university stands to gain futuristic engineering and research
facilities, the CSIR stands to benefit from the body of research
that will be pursued at UP and gain valuable postgraduate
research skills, and SANRAL and the rest of the road sector
stands to benefit from the material testing, quality assurance
and research output for road application purposes. The space
planning and designs that have been produced for this facility
promise a vibrant interactive and state-of-the-art facility that will
hold its own among the best in the world, while exposing both
students and the industry to cutting-edge research, training
and material testing,” noted Skhumbuzo Macozoma, CEO of
SANRAL.
The aim of the facility is to provide an internationally renowned
platform for academic and vocational training support in
transportation infrastructure materials testing; a national
transportation materials reference testing platform for SANRAL;
and high-quality research facilities and skilled staff for the
continent.

quality training, reference testing and research in transportation
engineering; a unified effort to train engineers, technologists,
technicians and materials testers for the skills needed in future
transport engineering—as well as postgraduate research
output; and a pipeline of transport engineers that have been
exposed to the latest technologies and methods.
The objective of this agreement is to consolidate resources to
ensure maximum cooperation between the parties, in order to
create a critical mass in laboratory facilities and skilled human
resources to address challenges—including the lack of highly
skilled personnel throughout the transport sector—efficiency,
and avoiding the further erosion of the current remaining skills.
With the Fourth Industrial Revolution upon us, and the
importance of smart infrastructure and big data science in
driving job creation and economic growth, South Africa needs
to prepare its graduates for the future world of work. This Future
Transportation Hub and Smart Cities Hub is the vehicle that
UP is using, in partnership with SANRAL and others, to take
South Africa and Africa into this new, exciting and, at times,
ambiguous future.
“The importance of this project agreement is that South Africa
is currently facing a shortage of engineers—as well as transport
engineers—and a shortage of quality controls systems when
building our roads. SANRAL, CSIR and UP decided that if we
have a national reference laboratory for people building roads,
that means they will have a third-party independent laboratory
where materials can be tested. For our postgraduates needing
space, facilities and equipment, this facility will offer them an
opportunity of working in a world-class facility. We are also
delighted that the Minister of Transport Blade Nzimande is
looking forward to this project,” concluded Prof Wynand Steyn,
HOD of Civil Engineering at UP.

“The significance of this project is that this is truly a partnership.
We have UP, CSIR and SANRAL working together and being
responsible for the roads in our country. Three institutions will
come together to discuss prioritises and specifically how each—
with our own distinctive mandates—can pull our expertise and
our resources to make an impact that will shape the future
of transportation in South Africa, and beyond our borders in
Southern Africa,” said Prof Cheryl de la Rey, Vice chancellor and
Principal of UP.
According to the Infrastructure Report Card, South Africa needs
to address current challenges in the transportation-engineering
sector, and there is a need to train the required number of
engineers, technologists, technicians and artisans in order to
address the current skills gap.
In the long run the facility is expected to provide, among other
things, top-of-the-range laboratories to provide a platform for
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CAPITEC’S
NEW HEADQUARTERS STELLENBOSCH
PROGRESSING WELL

10 // CI MAGAZINE // Nov-Dec 2019

Capitec unveiled the design of its new head office in Stellenbosch’s Technopark in September 2018. The
business currently operates from multiple buildings in the same business park and has therefore decided
to consolidate its offices into one building.
It added that the office will be custom-designed and owned by
the company – thus increasing operational efficiencies. Capitec
employs in excess of 13,000 people across the country. It is
unclear how many are housed in Technopark.
dhk, designed the building whilst taking into account Capitec’s
current occupancy and planned growth.
According to dhk, the group designed a single three-storey
building for Capitec, which features a wide open-plan floor plate
that ‘loops’ around a central triple-volume atrium.

fenestration that responds to the ever-changing orientation of
the building.”
According to dhk, the new building is set to be complete by
February 2020.
The new building will be situated on two vacant and adjacent
plots of land on the North-West edge of Technopark and will
accommodate up to 21,500 sqm of space.

“The loop adopts a fluid curvilinear form that shifts along its
length, capitalising on the property’s 360-degree views,” it said.
“The floor plates are connected across the atrium by a series of
feature bridges and staircases to promote interactivity between
departments. The façade of the building was developed
to accentuate the linear looped form with a simple ribbon of
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Franki’s lateral support team applying gunite
to the contiguous pile wall.

CLOSE COOPERATION AT THE HEART OF
FRANKI’S SWIFT PROJECT COMPLETION
The closely-knit interface with other contractors working on the new Capitec Head Office Stellenbosch
Development, allowed geotechnical specialist Franki Africa to complete the lateral support project – with an
extremely tight programme – 3,5 weeks ahead of schedule.
12 // CI MAGAZINE // Nov-Dec 2019

Franki was contracted to undertake
geotechnical work for the development of
the new Capitec Head Office Stellenbosch
Development. The scope of work entailed
the provision of both temporary and
permanent lateral support works.
“Temporary support works called for a
total of 603 linear metres of soil nails and
gunite. The temporary supported height
ranged from 3 to 9m. Permanent Lateral
Support works entailed a total of 148
linear metres of soldier piles, gunite and
anchors for a retained height of between
4m - 9m” explains Gert Gouws, Contracts
Engineer at Franki Africa.

stringent timeframe. Anton Stoll, Senior
Contracts Manager at Franki Africa, says
the extremely tight programme required
numerous resources to be deployed
in a short space of time without delay,
and this is exactly what transpired. “The
interface between the main contractor,
WBHO and the earthworks contractor,
JVZ Construction, went extremely well.
JVZ moved in excess of 2 500m³ a day,
while Franki installed the lateral support in
tandem,” explains Stoll.

Stoll said “Both the earthworks and the
lateral support works were assisted with
favourable weather conditions, and a
drier than anticipated soil profile, thereby
assisting us in beating the programme”
“Further, close collaboration between
the parties involved and the fact that the
entire project was thoroughly planned
between ourselves, JVZ and WBHO
before we started on site, made for a
successful contract.” concludes Gouws.

The project was divided into two phases;
the main HQ building and the Parkade
building. “We were originally scheduled
to start early March 2018, but due to
public objections at a municipal level, the
start date shifted to the end of August,”
explains Gouws.
A key challenge on the project was the

Franki Africa is proud to have carried
out the Lateral Support works for the
New Capitec Head Office in Stellenbosch.

Helping create infrastructure that
improves the world’s communities
Franki Africa provides
dedicated expertise in:
•
•
•
•
•

Ground Improvement
Deep Foundations
Grouting
Earth Retention
Near Shore Marine Works

As part of the connected companies of Keller, Franki Africa offers a
comprehensive range of geotechnical and marine engineering services
including both design and construction for the General Construction, Civil
Engineering and Mining Industries. Call Franki today about your next project.

+27 11 531 2700 | franki.co.za | info@franki.com
Nov-Dec 2019 // CI MAGAZINE // 13

STELLENBOSCH
UNIVERSITY
TO GET A NEW

BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (BMR)
Biomedical research in Africa is getting another boost.
Construction of a R1 billion biomedical research institute that sets out to improve the treatment of diseases
such as tuberculosis, HIV and diabetes has started at Stellenbosch University’s Faculty of Medicine and
Health Sciences in Bellville.
The study of biomedicine involves the application of biological and physiological principles to clinical
practice.
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Experts say the unit will be one of the most innovative and
advanced biomedical research centres in Africa.
Improving the treatment of heart disease, neurological disorders
and a range of other medical conditions will come under the
microscope at the state-of-art facility.
Vice-Dean for Research, Professor Nico Gey van Pittius says
apart from hosting research laboratories, the institute will also
accommodate a bioinformatics hub, electron microscopy
laboratories and a clinical research unit.
The building will also feature green technology such as a smart
lighting system that adjusts based on the intensity of natural
light.
It will also have infrastructure that allows for rainwater harvesting
and the use of borehole water.
Funding for this billion rand project comes from contributions
from the University’s council, as well as the Department of
Higher Education and several other foundations.
The BMRI will be on par with some of the most advanced and
sophisticated research facilities in the world and will put Africa

on the map when it comes to the teaching capacity in fields
such as anatomy, neurobiology, advanced surgical sciences,
genomics, and so forth
Besides the range of research laboratories, the Biomedical
Research Institute will also host a Bioinformatics Hub, as well
as Electron microscopy laboratories, Morphology Museum,
Biorepository and Proteomics and FACS laboratories, to name
a few.
The project is based on sustainability and the facility will include
energy and water systems, as well as waste management.
Negative air pressure “will keep hazardous fumes or airborne
toxins” from filtering out of labs into adjacent areas.
A smart lighting system will be able to detect areas where
natural light is stronger and adjust accordingly, which in turn
would save on the use of electricity, while the greywater system
will harvest rainwater.
The faculty will also encourage a healthy lifestyle among
students and staff alike at the Biomedical Research Institute,
with a secure bicycle storage area and shower facilities to
encourage everyone to cycle to work.
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KERZNER ESTATE
THE MULTI MILLION RAND DEVELOPMENT

Construction recently started at the much anticipated Kerzner Estate, considered one of the most exclusive
estates on the Atlantic Seaboard.
Kerzner, 81, is one of South Africa’s most successful business people, known for building luxury hotels
and resorts around the world. These include the likes of Sun City, the Lost City, Sandton Sun, the Beverley
Hills Hotel, and the Elangeni.

Since leaving the hotel business, Kerzner revealed in a 2017
interview that he was looking to get into the residential property
space, leveraging the 10 hectares of land he owned between
Hout Bay and Llandudno.
According to Ross Levin, director of Seeff Atlantic Seaboard
and City Bowl, construction group Blackland has started
on the first houses in the estate, of which the first phase is
expected to be ready for hand-over by mid-2020.
He added that all infrastructure and services are already in
place, and the gym and security systems will be ready before
the first house is handed over.
According to Levin, three of the initial eight houses have sold at
record prices of R30.5 million to R37 million.

Additional features include air conditioning, fireplaces in the
living areas, EuroCasa Kitchens with Miele Appliances, stone
and wooden flooring, top quality bathrooms, double glazing,
swimming pools, provision for grey and rain water harvesting
and landscaping allowances.
While the Kerzners have given the go-ahead for further
designs, purchasers do have the option of choosing a plot,
along with their preferred architect from the approved panel,
and can custom design their own house with the peace of
mind of having Kerzner overseeing and managing the process
to the highest international standards.
In addition to the top class security and fitness centre, property
owners will also be able to access a host of world-class Kerzner
Hospitality Services, Levin said

“As part of this benchmark development, and in keeping
with Kerzner’s vision of always innovating and stretching the
limits of possibility, six top architectural firms are working
on the designs, the first houses being designed by ARRCC,
Metropolis Architects, and Fabian Make Architects,” he said.
Levin said that in addition to high demand from local buyers,
there has been strong international interest with two of the
properties sold to buyers from Germany and the UK.
The estate
The 10 hectare Kerzner Estate, is located high on Leeukoppie
and offers views of Chapman’s Peak, the bay, valley and
mountains.
There are 48 plots of around 1,500sqm each and a choice
of super luxury designer homes, each uniquely tailored to the
individual site and incorporate greening and natural building
materials.

150 longmarket street / cape town 8001
t +27 21 424 2390 / w w w . g a p p . n e t

House sizes range from 374sqm-738sqm with the number of
bedrooms varying while plot prices start from R3.7 million.
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PARK CENTRAL
APARTMENTS DEVELOPMENT

The future Manhattan of Johannesburg. Pioneering a new urban lifestyle, Park Central is Redefine
Properties’ latest residential development. At 20-storeys, it is one of the tallest buildings in Rosebank,
with 160 luxurious apartments, from studios to penthouses, in 41 configurations.

Embrace the growing trend towards urban residential living.
Park Central offers sound investment opportunities and
desirable rental options.
There will be furnished and unfurnished units, rental
apartments will be suitable for young professionals working
within the Rosebank node, commuters needing a home
base in Johannesburg, young couples starting out, as well
as international corporates looking for secure and convenient
lifestyle living within the city.
Park Central’s design and architecture sets it apart from others
with features such as spectacular sky gardens on selected
levels, as well as a roof top swimming pool and sun deck.
It also offers a concierge service, a gym, gourmet kitchen,
meeting rooms, air conditioning, luxury finishes throughout,
24 hour state-of-the-art security, basement parking, fibre-tohome and storage units.
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Park Central is located 950 metres from the Rosebank Gautrain
Station, within walking distance of Rosebank Mall and The
Zone @ Rosebank, Netcare Rosebank Hospital, schools, a
number of restaurants to choose from as well as the Keyes Art
Mile, an assemblage of curated art galleries.
“The rental apartments are very competitively priced for the
amenities and location on offer, however, interested potential
tenants should hurry and secure units at current launch prices
as these rental prices will escalate with demand over time.
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16 ON BREE

DEVELOPMENT COMPLETION
SCHEDULED LATE 2020
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Experience the energy of the Mother City from Cape Town’s Tallest Residential Tower. Located on 16
Bree Street, this 36-storey residential project with complementary retail offers spectacular views of the
mountain, sea and cityscape. Honouring the vibrant urban live-work-play lifestyle.
Experience/Life
Neighbouring the iconic Portside building, and bound on Bree,
Riebeeck and Mechau Streets, 16 on Bree will greatly enhance
the appeal of this burgeoning residential and retail node,
already home to many thriving restaurants, elegant cafes and
stylish shops. As a resident of this exclusive development, you
will be in the heart of Cape Town’s creative hub housing Bree
Street’s art galleries and antique shops, designer stores and
cultural spots.
Regular events such as “First Thursdays” - where art
enthusiasts and foodies wander from art gallery to restaurant
until late at night - and “Open Streets” which transforms Bree
street into a pedestrian’s paradise for a day - make this one
of the more desirable locations in the city. Theatre lovers will
adore Gate 69, one of Cape Town’s premier cabaret venues.
16 on Bree, with its street-level design, allows residents to
make the most of this unique urban space. 16 on Bree also
offers a recreational oasis in the heart of this bustling street,
with its entertainment deck and exclusive rooftop bar.
Connect/Everywhere

Cape Town is one of the world’s top destinations and Bree
Street is fast establishing itself as a destination in its own right.
As it moves towards becoming one of the Mother City’s first
24/7 economies, with trendy restaurants, shops and nightlife,
Bree Street is putting Cape Town on par with cities such as
New York, London and Hong Kong.
Residents will have views of the sea, mountains and
cosmopolitan cityscape from elevated apartments on floors
12 to 36. This chic development is in walking distance of
attractions such as the Cape Quarter, V&A Waterfront and
Green Point. A short drive will take you to the pristine beaches
of the Atlantic Seaboard, historical Constantia, the natural
splendour of Kirstenbosch, kitesurfing in Blouberg or the
indulgence of the Winelands.

16 on Bree is well-placed in Cape Town’s Central Business
District, near the city’s financial district and creative hubs. With
the high-speed fibre optic connectivity, residents can work from
home or access dedicated work spaces - including meeting
rooms and hot desks - off the lobby. With its demarcated cycle
lanes and convenient public transport, Bree Street makes it
easy for residents to walk or cycle to their city meetings.
Wonder/Surrounds
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DEMOLITION
THE LEADING DEMOLITION
CONTRACTOR IN CAPE TOWN
Demolition, Earth works, Bulk
blasting, Asbestos removal and
rehabilitation. On time every time

Tel: 021 511 1204

Ross C Insight FA.indd 1

“Ross Demolition executed the
intricate demolition and excavations
for the prestigious 16 On Bree
development. It is always a pleasure
working with FWJK, the very capable
construction management group
managing this project. We also
worked well with the “new” Concor
Western Cape, a specialized and
reliable team highly experienced in
construction.
We wish them all the best with this
project”.

www.rossdemolition.com

2018/06/08 1:12 PM

YEAR
CELEBRATION
EST 1967
• ENGINEERING • PROCUREMENT • MANAGEMENT
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BYE BYE HELLO
BRIGHTWATER
COMMONS

FERNDALE ON
REPUBLIC

Developers, Moolman Group – in partnership with the PHG Group and Braam van Huyssteen – is currently
changing Randburg’s beloved Brightwater Commons into a brand-new redevelopment, Ferndale on
Republic.
This new retail centre will boast a variety of national brands and
stores, filling an obvious void in a big residential area. And this
venue is going to be quite spacious at 53 000 m² in total and is
set to re-open at the end August 2019.
This is an exciting new addition to Randburg, and with it’s ideal
location on the bustling and oh-so-busy Republic Road, it will
make for the ideal location for all business and leisure needs.
The centre will feature a selection of restaurants, ideal for offsite meetings. Running a few errands or shopping for daily
essentials before or after work will be a breeze with the newly
renovated Pick ‘n Pay which opened it’s doors in April 2019,
along with Checkers, Dis-Chem, Clicks and Food Lover’s
Market opening in June.
Shoppers are enjoying dining at their favourite seafood
restaurant with the newly improved Ocean Basket or pop
in at Tuc n Tap who specialises in quality food and drinks
in a vibey and casual atmosphere. The value retail node of
approximately 14,318m² is anchored by Food Lover’s Market,
Ignite Gym and Liquor City who are all committed and driven to
change the landscape of shopping with Ferndale on Republic
as a community shopping centre.

The community of Randburg can look forward to a contemporary
and easy-to-navigate Food Lover’s Market, catering for all your
foodie needs with specialty departments such as a Grill Shack,
the FruitStop, a Salad Bar, the Cheese & Delicatessen and
much more, while still based on traditional family values such
as trust, honesty and integrity from the ‘undisputed leaders in
fresh, since 1993. Tony, the manager of the store says they
were thrilled with the support received from shoppers during
the first month, and already feel entrenched as part of the
Ferndale on Republic family. The value retail node where Food
Lover’s Market is located further offers ample free parking to
enhance your shopping experience.
Food Lover’s Market has brought outdoor dining to Ferndale
on Republic with their popular outdoor food market concept.
Shoppers are spoilt for choice, with local favourites like
gourmet boerie rolls or delicious traditional treats from ‘Paparazzi’ , or a slice of authentic Italian pizza to grab and go. And
because life is simply too short to drink bad coffee, Seattle
Coffee Co. created a Café experience within the store, brewing
with excitement and craft coffee from bean to cup. Be sure to
pop in for your daily caffeine fix!

TRUST THE EXPERTS AT BUCHEL NORTHLANDS
YOUR LOCAL IRONMONGERY & HARDWARE SPECIALIST
More doors, hardware & tools than you can handle. With outstanding service to boot,
we’ve been taking care of Gauteng’s ironmongery & buildware needs since 1950.
Boasting independently sourced products from both local & international suppliers,
our aim is to provide you with the best product at the lowest prices.
Buchel Northlands
Tel: (011) 792 9900 | Email: northlands@buchel.co.za
Address: Shop A1, Northlands Deco Park, New Market Rd,
North Riding, Randburg.

www.buchel.co.za

P2B Projects

Arcadia | Atterbury | Northlands

P2B Projects Pty Ltd
PTY (Ltd)

Road Markings & Signage
Reg Number-2014/117287/07
Vat Number-4040269401

(Roadmarking and Traffic Signs)

Postnet Suit 169, Pvt Bag X3, Northriding 2162
Cell-081 728 2228 | blessings@p2bprojects.com
www.p2bprojects.com
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DELOITTE’S

NEW HQ AT WATERFALL

Deloitte’s new premises will be developed in the sought-after location of Waterfall in Midrand, Gauteng joining a
number of leading corporates consolidating their operations in what is fast becoming South Africa’s leading business
destination. The total estimated development cost is in excess of R1 billion. Atterbury is developing the new Deloitte
Gauteng office on behalf of a 50/50 joint venture between co-owners Atterbury and JSE-listed real estate capital
growth fund Attacq Limited.
Waterfall City is South Africa’s largest urban concept
development, designed to provide everything expected of a
world-class modern city, with all the conveniences of a leadingquality urban environment. Sound urbanism principals, as well
as environmental sustainability is a priority in the planning and
implementation of this integrated lifestyle city.
The ultra-modern premises will comprise 42 500m² of quality
workspace, which will consolidate Deloitte’s current Woodmead
and Pretoria offices in a single central location. The building
has space capacity for close to 5 000 people. The landmark
new Gauteng office premises consist of a ground floor with six
stories of offices and four basement parking levels including
nearly 2 000 parking bays. Innovative commercial architecture
practice Aevitas designed the new Deloitte headquarters,
which will comply with a Silver LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) Green Rating on completion.
The building will include a number of exciting features, including:
• An auditorium, canteen, coffee shop, client meeting
rooms, internal meeting rooms, a greenhouse, as well as
other interactive spaces to enable optimal client and team
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engagement
• Open-plan architecture that encourages collaboration
between service lines
• Innovative collaboration spaces, equipped with cutting edge
technology to drive a culture of teamwork
• A business place that our people and clients from all over
Africa will find welcoming
The new Deloitte Headquarters will enjoy prime position right
on the Allandale interchange of the N1 highway. The offices
will boast exceptional access and visibility, with major highway
frontage at the eastern side of the bustling and burgeoning
Waterfall City.
Bulk earthworks for the project started in August 2017, with
construction commencing in the final quarter of 2018. The
development will be complete in the first quarter of 2020.
Deloitte will begin operating from its new South African base
from April 2020.
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Professional Waterproofing Association contractor, Steed Bekker Waterproofing, played a key role in waterproofing the massive 400m³ attenuation tanks in the new Deloitte headquarters
at Waterfall City Development.
Consulting engineers for the project, DG Consulting Engineers,
approached the specialist company to provide a long-lasting
waterproofing system to ensure uncontaminated water is always available for the building and its surrounds. This was duly
designed, supplied and installed in quick time by Steed Bekker
Waterproofing.
According to company owner, Steed Bekker, the company relied on the most modern and reliable system in the company’s
arsenal to undertake the work. It called for the application of
an advanced waterproofing system from construction chemical
manufacturer, MAPEI in the form of its Mapelastic Foundation
coating which was carefully applied as per manufacturers specifications to the entire surface of the concrete tank.
“We have installed this system many times in the past and have
found it to be a relatively easy system to apply and in the many
tanks and reservoirs we have coated, and so far, have never
had a leak. It has low VOCs when applying and is completely
safe for potable water as well.
“That is why we chose this product for such a large and impressive building. We also made use of MAPEI’s local and global
technical support to ensure every aspect was correct and that
our trained staff followed the company’s best practices. We believe that with a Quality product applied by a Professional installer, the customers gets a fit for purpose solution, and that’s why
we chose MAPEI products,” says Steed.
Tracy Harris, Commercial Manager for MAPEI South Africa adds
“The Mapelastic Range of cementitious waterproofing products
has been available for more than 20 years worldwide – this is
indicative of its effectiveness and quality in providing protection
to concrete surfaces subject to positive and negative hydrostat-
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ic pressures”
“Mapelastic Foundation is ideal for concrete surfaces in foundations, car parks, underground, structure work below ground
level and water retaining structures, making it the ideal solution
for the new Deloitte building.”
Steed Bekker Waterproofing has a 21-year history is South Africa and is one of the most trusted names in the industry. As
a member of the Professional Waterproofing Association, the
company constantly seeks innovative and new solutions for all
types of waterproofing applications, including water storage,
roofs, parking decks and many other types of waterproofing
applications.

STEYN CITY SCHOOL
A WORLD CLASS EDUCATION FACILITY

Although the South African private education sector is dominated by a number of well-known private
brands which have gained credibility through their offering, Steyn City School is a completely independent
world-class educational facility. Even though the school is a non-denominational, it has a very firm ethical
foundation.
“Our philosophy has always been to provide the very best of
everything, and our school is no different,” comments Giuseppe
Plumari Steyn City CEO.
He adds that, as with the rest of Steyn City, the plan has been
to implement all infrastructure and facilities ahead of time,
rather than trying to raise funds and then build. The Board is
adamant that the education offered to learners should be of
the utmost quality, on par with the very best schools in South
Africa and overseas. Like all other facilities at Steyn City, the
school has being developed as an integral part of the lifestyle
resort, rather than off plan.
Phase 1 of the project included the pre-primary and primary
campuses, and encompasses 23 classrooms, each of which
accommodates 25 pupils. All classrooms have external
verandas and are equipped with air conditioning, television
sets and fibre connectivity. Other facilities include a state-of-

the-art science laboratory, music and art rooms, as well as a
tuck shop and school shop, and a 400m ² media centre.
From a sporting perspective, the school offers two sports
fields, a cricket oval and pavilion, an indoor aquatic centre, and
three multi-courts, which may be used for tennis, basketball
and netball, along with an athletics track. There is additionally,
a multifunction hall. Pupils are also able to access Steyn
City’s outstanding facilities, which include a 60km mountain
bike track, 20kms of road cycling lanes, a Nicklaus Design
championship golf course and a world class equestrian centre.
The administrative block is equipped with parent consultation
rooms, a sick room, security and school shop.
Phase 2 which is currently being rolled out, will equip the
college with a further 28 classrooms and additional science, art
and music facilities. Steyn City School is situated just outside
the unique Steyn City Parkland Residence.

CSI THABILE NETWORKING SOLUTIONS (PTY) LTD
wishes Steyn City High School all the best in their new Facility in Steyn City, Fourways.
CSi Thabile Networking Solutions (Pty) Ltd is a Level 2 BEE
company. Established in 1981, the company has, over a period
of 38 years, earned a reputation for being industry leaders,
having superior expertise with respect to relocating, upgrading or
establishing new Data Centre environments or high-speed Cable
Infrastructures. CSI Thabile’s Sales and Marketing Director, Mark
Cheketri, highlights some of the technology and service delivery
issues on this project. He also discusses the company’s philosophy
whenever larger projects, like this one, are undertaken.
TECHNOLOGY
“We were recently awarded the contract to install Equipment
Racking, OM3 Fibre Optic Trunk Cables and a Molex Category 6
UTP Cabling infrastructure, with all of the associated components,
at the Steyn City High School. The specifications for the high-speed
infrastructure for their current and future data, voice and security
requirements were clearly described in the tender document. The
requirement was for approximately 25 000m of Category 6 UTP
cable for +- 450 data outlets, all reticulated from +- 8 Closets and
linked with +- 2500m of OM3 Fibre optic cable.”
Cheketri explains further: “We comply fully with the latest local
and international standards, as well as the OEM requirements
throughout any project. Generally, routes and ceilings are closed as
soon as we finish our first fix. Any mistakes would require a route to
be re-opened, which is a costly exercise, and the knock-on effect
could have a negative impact on the overall project plan. Once the
entire project has been completed and the labelling, certification
and documentation has been done, the OEM inspects the site and

documentation, after which an extended warranty is issued. The
installation should function without any failures for many years as
long as there is no physical abuse”.
EMPLOYEES ON SITE
Regarding the number of employees CSi Thabile sends to site,
“there are many interdependencies, but because we predominantly
make use of our in-house fully trained teams, we have the ability to
slow down or accelerate as required. We can have anything from
a single team on site to up to twenty teams, on any given day. We
plan our installations carefully to avoid standing time on site”.
WORKING WITH THE OTHER CONTRACTORS
“Working in harmony with the consultant and project manager
is essential. Over the years we have worked alongside the same
teams on a regular basis, and on a site like this, we find that the
contractors understand each other, and everyone knows what
the expectations are. We respect each other’s space because
we know that there is a deadline on the main contractor from the
developer and an expectation on each of us to deliver”
CONSISTENCY
Cheketri continued to explain “The IT industry is small, and service
is the name of the game. Although we face daily challenges, it’s
about how they are resolved that’s important, even if there is an
associated cost.

COMPUTER ROOMS AND DATA CABLING
CSI Thabile is a 51% black-owned, leading computer environmental
and IT cabling company servicing clients in Southern Africa, and in some
neighbouring countries.
CSI Thabile offers a full turnkey solution for the design and construction
of data centres and state of the art structured wiring systems in any existing or
new premises.
Certified warranties and reliable after-sales service ensure the longevity
of our installations. This results in a better return on investment for our clients.
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TRILOGY COLLECTION
NEW MENLYN MAINE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Menlyn Maine is strategically located close to the main highways and main roads, making for an easy
commute to the Pretoria CBD, Johannesburg and OR Tambo International Airport. It also forms part of the
growing Gauteng region which is fast becoming a megacity, with its highways connecting four provinces
– Gauteng, Mpumalanga, North West and Limpopo.

Buyers and investors are clamouring to be part of the Menlyn
Maine success story, which has seen the establishment of a
new decentralised hub within a mixed-use, ‘green city’.
The Trilogy Collection at Menlyn Maine is one of the most
spectacular, vibrant urban residential developments that have
entered the Pretoria market in recent years. An excellent
investment product, The Trilogy Collection is perfectly poised
amongst 5-star hotels, Sun-International’s new Gaming
facilities, malls, restaurants and the corporate work place.
The Trilogy Collection seamlessly integrates with the first green
mini-city in the making. Offering exquisite studios, 1-bed,
2-bed, 3-bed and penthouse apartments each with its own
terrace and panoramic views. Your choices of stylish finishing
are incorporated in your purchase.
The phased development consists of 531 exclusive apartments
surrounded by a 4000sqm stunning park with sculptures,
water features and recreational facilities, a private rooftop pool
and garden terrace complete with a sunset bar, concierge
reception, secure parking, private meeting rooms, children’s
day care, staff- and store rooms.
The first phase of the development is nearing completion,
with a total of 374 units expected to transfer to new owners
in November and occupation expected on 1 December 2019.
Phase 2 is scheduled for completion in early 2021 and will
comprise 157 apartments. The full development will have a
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total of 531 apartments when completed. Of the 157 units in
Phase 2, 21 comprise of the sold-out Platinum Collection. In
addition, there is a double storey presidential suite measuring
574 sqm.
The suite also offers a studio unit for staff accommodation,
home cinema, climate controlled custom wine cellar, north
facing terrace, private sun deck and swimming pool, two
lounges and green spaces among other features.
This presidential suite, the only one-of-its-kind in the
development was sold for R20.5 million.
Trilogy Collection was developed by Catchu Trading with
GLH Architects and renowned South African architect, Henk
Boogertman as advisor.
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JEWEL CITY

IS GETTING A NEW R1.2BN
REVAMP

A new vision for Jozi’s CBD – introducing Jewel City, a residential, commercial and retail development.
This is a DiverCity (partnership between Atterbury, iThemba and Talis) project.
The project is changing the face of Johannesburg’s CBD and revitalising six city blocks that have been
closed to the public for decades

Work is currently underway on the first new residential building
in Jewel City and, in addition, the first residential conversion of
an existing building on site is now underway.
The Jewel City redevelopment initiative is a substantial
investment in Joburg by Divercity, a new investment fund that
is renewing and re-energising South Africa’s urban centres
with unique inner-city precinct development.
Divercity combines commercial buildings with affordable
residential accommodation to create inclusive and diverse
neighbourhoods. Its key shareholders and stakeholders are
Atterbury Property, Ithemba Property and Talis Property Fund,
and its cornerstone investors are RMH Property and Nedbank
Property Partners.
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By remodelling Jewel City’s existing buildings and constructing
new buildings of over 40,000sqm, Divercity is converting
a formerly closed-off area of the city into a thriving, modern
inner-city neighbourhood.
Jewel City will reopen to the public in 2020 as a vibrant mixeduse precinct, including 1,200 new residential apartments in its
first phase and up to 1,000 in its second phase.
Leading South African property developer and investor
Atterbury is managing the development for Divercity and
reports that Nomad Construction is the appointed contractor
of the first residential redevelopment, Block One.
The WBHO/Matheo JV is the appointed contractor for the first
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new residential building, Block Six, and all other elements of
the development.
The master programme for Jewel City has been orchestrated
so the development of all six buildings of the first phase will be
completed at the same time.
“There will be a crescendo of activity as those buildings that
require less time for completion are progressively added to the
active construction programme,” said Derrick Pautz, Atterbury
Development Manager.
Residents are expected to move into their Jewel City
apartments from November this year as the first floors of
residential development are completed. Upper floors will
become available first, moving down the buildings until all
floors are finished with Phase 1 completion in April 2020.
The amenity-rich mixed-use precinct also includes commercial
space and parking. There is already good progress on leasing
the development’s first 14,000sqm of commercial space, which
includes a primary and high school, and medical facilities.
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“Jewel City is enjoying excellent buy-in from major national
retailers, which are showing keen interest and commitment,”
said Pautz.
The world-class ‘live, work, play’ Jewel City will connect
with two other Divercity projects being the new Towers Main
redevelopment in the ABSA precinct and its vibey Maboneng
residential addresses. This link will be facilitated with a peoplefriendly walkway along Fox Street.
“We’re excited to break down the walls of Jewel City and open
up great living opportunities and enhanced quality of life for
people in the city,” concluded Pautz.
The development will create an estimated 1,279 temporary
jobs and 25 permanent jobs and add to both the municipal
and national tax base. The total development value of more
than R1.2bn once complete.
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ILLOVO CENTRAL
NEW MIXED – USE DEVELOPMENT

Illovo Central is a new high-end mixed-use development fronting onto
Rivonia Road and Melville Road. As the name suggests, this new mixeduse development is centrally positioned on major access roads, but its
unique location frees it from traffic congestion typical in Sandton.

Apart from its ease of access, Illovo Central residents will rejoice in an unprecedented
level of exclusivity and sophistication. It’s a modern take on luxury, for those at the
pinnacle of their success.
Illovo Central will consist of:
• 152 Brand new apartments available for purchase. Sizes will range from 22m²
		 studio apartments to 235m² 3-bedroom apartments and 4-bedroom
penthouse
		 apartments ranging from 482m² to 651m².
• Brand new sectional title A-Grade office units, available for purchase or lease
		 which will range from 69m² to entire floors where the footplate is 1950m². The
		 total office component is 4440m².
Residential apartments are reserved from the 9th – 14th floor, while levels 15 and
16 are earmarked for penthouse suites. With a range of luxury apartments, your
selection will always rise above your expectations
Illovo Central’s deluxe apartments and penthouses seamlessly blend luxury with
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operational efficiency in a contemporary way, combining
technological advances with a dynamic design that provides
a sense of ‘new luxury. From every residential level of this
16-storey high-rise, you can watch Sandton unfold – from
dawn to dusk – feasting your eyes on sky-high panoramas
that stretch across the horizon.
Here, your apartment is even more exquisite, with indulgent
amenities, premium fixtures curated by interior designers, eyecatching, chef-grade appliances from SMEG, and exclusive
perks that further elevate your lifestyle.
Illovo Central’s services and amenities include a 24-hour whiteglove concierge, making city life easier and more delightful.
Also featured for an active lifestyle are bicycle racks, cyclist
shower facilities and a communal fitness centre, equipped
with all you could need.
Welcome to your view from the top! The all-season heated
rim-flow pool is the ideal place to unwind rest and soak up the
South African sun. Let your mind wander as you gaze over
expansive skyline views, while being served your favourite
cocktails and snacks to satisfy exclusive cravings. Summer
is sweet on the open-air sundeck, with private cabanas,

lounges and convenient access to flat-screen TVs, telephones
and Wi-Fi.
Creating a luxurious atmosphere without compromising safety
is an FWJK trademark. We pride ourselves on being one step
ahead when it comes to your safety. Security features include
world-class, smart access control systems, a 24/7 manned
security force with patrolling guards and state-of-the-art
surveillance.
Life at ILLOVO CENTRAL affords you the peace and quiet to
discover your true North in an oasis located in the economic
powerhouse of South Africa.
The vibrancy of Johannesburg is always within view – your
private lookout point from which to savour dynamic views
of the city in which you live, work and play. Retreat to your
exclusive corner of Sandton and enjoy the city from the lap
of luxury.
Where your lifestyle is elevated as you rise your way to the top.
Where the views are more Extraordinary. Where the facilities
are more exclusive. And the residences…. Exquisite.

Quad Africa Consulting (Pty) Ltd
32A Kloof Road, Bedfordview,
Johannesburg, 2007

Tel: (010) 443-7185
Fax: (011) 450-4614
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HILTON
GARDEN INN
MBABANE
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The Mbabane Hilton Garden Inn is an 8-storey hotel building
situated in the heart of developing Mbabane. The primary
spaces of the hotel are designed to create vertical separation
and privacy between public and private (guest) amenities.
The iconic tower portion of the building, with its swooping
and undulating feature façade, is architecturally differentiated
from the base of the building, and is solely dedicated to hotel
guestrooms and hotel facilities.
Public areas, including a reception, restaurant, bar, lounge and
conferencing facilities are accommodated on the Ground Floor
of the building. The conferencing facility hosts four meeting
rooms of varying sizes, with two of the larger rooms separated
by sliding-folding doors giving them the flexibility to become a
single large conference room. Reception and the main hotel
entrance are located adjacent to the on-grade, on-site guest
parking where guests are greeted with a generous portecochere entry. The main guest parking is located at to the rear
of the site, while additional parking is provided in an existing
parkade close by.

corridors. The central atrium houses the restaurant, bar, lounge
and conference break-out facilities. These spaces also link to
the ground floor landscaping and deck spaces via two large
sliding folding doors.
The hotel consists of 124 guestrooms which are all accessed
via full-height glass scenic lifts leading from the ground floor
lobby. Guest amenities are housed at the first floor and include
a guest laundry and fitness centre, which looks out onto the
landscaped pool deck – a dedicated guest amenity with a lap
pool, low-level children’s swim area and garden.
Situated up against a hill to the south of the city centre the
building and landscape deck will provide unobstructed views
across the valley towards the city. This location, and the
unique design of the building, gives this hotel a presence and
prominence unique to the Mbabane city context.

The entrance to the building is reinforced by a full-height
internal atrium which forms the central and primary focus
space of the building, overlooked by all the guest room

Mbabane Hilton Garden Inn was a first for Swaziland and a
monumental project and step forward for us. Being a young
and dynamic business, we strive to grow and increase our
African footprint. Nicolo Baker is the owner and Managing
Director was personally involved in setting up and spear
heading this project.
And this was the perfect project for us to showcase our skills
and vision.
Fast forward from 2016 when starting Hilton, we’ve managed
to further our project portfolio and be proud to have a
Swaziland office and to have been involved in the Happy valley
hotel extension, KM111 housing development, Dairyboard Milk
Processing Plant and Lugogo Royal Residence.
The Vision of G&N Plumbing is to ensure high standards of work
showcasing impeccable work ethic that includes providing
high quality service and timeous completion of works.
Feel free to contact us on below details:
Cell : +27 825574661
Web : www.gandnplumbing.co.za
Email: nicolo@gandn.co.za
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An exciting 10 400m2 A-Grade commercial building has been born out of the repurposing of a 3 500m2
warehouse in Brickfield Road, Woodstock. The development involved the introduction of 3 new concrete
floors (approximately 3300m2 each) within the previous building envelope and introduces and a central
triple volume atrium that fills the building core with natural light and landscaping.
To enhance the sustainability and green initiatives of the
building, the concrete floors were designed to make use of
the thermal capacity of the building rather than rely solely on
conventional heating and cooling systems.
The architectural design creates a seamless flow of work and
flexible shared spaces and facilities encouraging collaboration
and synergy amongst tenants. The fresh and innovative offering
addresses the evolution of new businesses and reduces the
need for tenants to build (often under utilised) facilities like
meeting rooms and boardrooms. -TABS is energy efficient as
comfort conditions are maintained through both air (convective
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heat exchange) and surface (radiation heat exchange) and the
water movement through the system is less energy intensive
than fan power.

The integration of building design and operational functionality
is aimed at achieving a 4 star Green rating of the project, on
completion.
On completion, Brickfield Canvas will be the largest commercial
Thermally Activated Building Structure (TABS) in South Africa.
TABS is an energy efficient heating and cooling system whereby
the mass of the building structure is cooled and heated to
maintain comfort conditions of the building through cooled or
heated water contained in specialised pipework built into the
floor structure.
Benefits of the TABS system:
- Since the system is built within the concrete floor, efficiency
		 replaces operating costs and cumbersome space sapping
		 plant and ducting of conventional heating and cooling

		 systems. In addition the TABS system makes tenant fitouts,
		 changes or renovations more economical without having
		 to demolish, change or reroute conventional HVAC, plant
		 and ducting.
-		TABS reduces tenant fitout timing as the system is already
		 installed in the structure.
-		TABS is an inherently quiet system
-		TABS is energy efficient as comfort conditions are
		 maintained through both air (convective heat exchange)
		 and surface (radiation heat exchange) and the water
		 movement through the system is less energy intensive than
		 fan power.
-		The TABS system is also complimented by the introduction
		 of tempered fresh air into the building.
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SUMMER PARK
ANOTHER

RESIDENTIAL ADDITION TO
UMHLANGA RIDGE
Summer Park Umhlanga is situated in the heart of Umhlanga
Ridge Town Centre close to all the amenities, from shopping
centres, medical suites and hospitals, to trendy bars and
restaurants. Summer Park Umhlanga is the only pet-friendly
apartment within this area that boasts family-focused facilities
like a crèche and dedicated play areas for kids. Not to mention
the actual design of the apartments where every homeowner
has direct access to their own enclosed private courtyard that
brings in extra space and natural light. The development also
features a heated pool, fully-equipped gym.
The Umhlanga Ridge Town Centre is increasing in popularity,
as a total of 322 transfers took place from February 2017
to January 2018. In the last five years, the median price of
Umhlanga property has increased by 48%. With the evergrowing demand for the area, and the benefits of investing offplan, we are delighted that those who have already purchased
within Summer Park Umhlanga would already have enjoyed

42 // CI MAGAZINE // Nov-Dec 2019

great capital appreciation on their Summer Park investment,
which will continue to grow throughout the construction period.
The Umhlanga Ridge Town Centre is a mixed-use node,
bringing residential, commercial, retail, medical, education and
leisure elements together.
King Shaka International Airport is about 10 minutes away, the
Gateway shopping centre is within walking distance and La
Lucia and Durban North are just five minutes away.
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Durban
Physical Address:
19 Bhoola Rd
Trurolands
Tongaat
4399
Tel: 032 533 8911
Fax: 086 600 5861
Email : info@sunsai.co.za
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ABSA TOWERS
MAIN REDEVELOPMENT

Located at the centre of banking group Absa’s campus in downtown Johannesburg, Absa Towers Main
stands in stark contrast to the rest of the complex. Currently stripped out and vacant, the 30-storey
building is visually jarring when juxtaposed against the bank’s four contemporary buildings with their
modern façades and bearing its newly redesigned logo.
The building remains an iconic city landmark, however, and its
redevelopment represents a powerful manifestation of ongoing
efforts to claw back the Johannesburg central business district
(CBD) from the socially and economically debilitating effects of
neglect, grime and crime.
Likewise the redevelopment, being undertaken by Divercity
Urban Property Fund, represents not only a new lease of life
for the building itself but also a significant repurposing of the
property into a unique mixed-use facility.
Absa Group corporate real estate solutions head Wendy
Cuthbert tells Engineering News that the initial idea, when the
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company vacated the building in 2014, was to redevelop but
maintain it as an office complex.
After the stripping out of the building the following year,
however, it was decided that merely converting the building
into more office space would not fulfil the current needs of the
area, nor the needs of the bank, the headcount of which was
falling.
“We were effectively going to become ‘fortress Absa’, but what
the area really needed was more retail, accommodation of a
good standard and rejuvenation,” Cuthbert explains.
Subsequently, it was decided that a mixed-used building

would be ideal, as it would enable the company to occupy less
space, facilitated by its offices’ flexible seating arrangement,
while fulfilling its vision of contributing to the community and
providing impetus for the rejuvenation of this part of the CBD,
she adds.
Divercity, which will own the redeveloped building, began
construction activities in January.
Absa has retained the branding rights for the top of the
building and is replacing the well-known illuminated Absa signs
perched atop the towers. Cuthbert tells Engineering News that
the technology for the signs is obsolete and will be replaced by
static signage.
Precincts Strategy
Divercity was chosen as the entity to realise this vision because
it is focused on not only individual buildings but also investing
strategically in precincts, says Divercity chairperson Tebogo
Mogashoa.
“It is taking a derelict and nonfiscal- contributing building and
developing it for beneficial use, [along with] the surrounding
area, which will benefit the city’s economy.”
Following a competitive bidding process, Absa sold the
building to the fund, with Competition Commission approval
received late last year. This sale is predicated on a sale and
lease agreement, with Divercity leasing back ten floors of 10
000 m2 of office space to Absa on a ten-year lease.
Divercity, launched in October last year, boasts major
shareholders and stakeholders in Atterbury and Ithemba
Property, with the Talis Property Fund forming a major part in
the formation of the fund. Cornerstone investors include RMH
Property and Nedbank Property Partners.
Divercity has, as part of the inner-city rejuvenation, invested
R2-billion in the Absa Towers redevelopment and its other
project, the Jewel City redevelopment. Mogashoa indicates
that R400-million of this investment will be allocated to the
Absa project, and the rest to the Jewel City project.
This investment in Absa Towers and Jewel City represents the

largest investment in the Johannesburg CBD since the dawn
of democracy in South Africa, says Mogashoa.
Project Specifications
Divercity focuses on inner-city precinct development that
combines commercial buildings with affordable residential
space to create inclusive and diverse neighbourhoods.
In addition to the ten floors of office space, Absa Towers
Main will also include 520 affordably priced residential
rental apartments, a floor of coffee shops, restaurants and
recreational areas, retail, childcare facilities, a public park and
integrated public transport facilities.
The building has 400 basement parking bays, a portion of
which will be leased to Absa, while the remainder will be used
by residents.
Absa employees will enjoy first preference on the rental
apartments, which is in line with Divercity’s objective of
developing functioning neighbourhoods that respond to the
needs of people working in the inner city, while allowing for
the convenience of living, working and playing in the inner city,
Mogashoa adds.
“Creating affordable rental accommodation in a mixed-use
precinct enables wage-earning employees to live close to work,
which is extremely rare by global standards, and especially so
in South Africa.”
In terms of retail, this entails a dedicated 1 000 m2 on the
ground floor. Cuthbert says Divercity is pursuing the correct
mix that will accommodate Absa employees, residents in
the building and the wider community – a “complex set of
variables”.
Divercity is in discussions with a number of big retailers and has
put tenders out that predominantly focus on grocery shops, art
and lifestyle.
The ground floor will also host the new home of the Absa Art
Gallery, while the fifteenth floor will host a ‘sky deck’. Divercity
is passionate about including art in its projects; hence, it is
trying to get artworks, such as sculptures, back into city
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spaces, adds Mogashoa.
Absa expects handover of the office space to take place
towards the end of the year, with employees to occupy the
office space by April 2020 at the latest.
The 20 floors dedicated to residential accommodation and
recreation will be launched in various phases.
Once completed, the Absa development will be valued at more
than R400-million.
Meanwhile, Divercity, as part of the project, is advocating for
pedestrianisation of parts of the inner city.
As part of a wider neighbourhood development initiative, a
pedestrian- friendly walkway with street furniture, lighting and
art will be created, stretching from Absa Towers Main to the
nearby Maboneng precinct. This urban intervention prioritises
pedestrians and people of the local community above vehicular
traffic.
“Besides the luxury of . . . a short walk to work, the
pedestrianised precinct is also integrated with public transport
for those who travel further,” Mogashoa says, adding that the
Absa campus is already on one of the main arterial access
routes into the CBD.
Holistic Approach
When developers enter an area, especially in CBD areas,
there are often justifiable concerns regarding negative
gentrification, which puts poorer residents and communities
at a disadvantage.
However, Mogashoa is confident that the redevelopment
project is the complete antithesis of this, describing Divercity’s
approach as transformation centred. This entails engagement
with previously disadvantaged stakeholders, while shaping
urban spaces that help underprivileged residents and small
businesses to thrive in the city.
The fund’s human-centred design approach ensures that its
portfolio is characterised by spaces that are fundamentally
good for people.
“This Absa development is actually very good for lowerwage-earning people, with our target rent entry level at R3
000 a month. We are answering government’s call to develop
affordable housing and create access to good-standard
housing.”
Divercity will also pursue conscious development strategies
whenever possible, such as using local empowerment schemes
and its procurement processes being biased towards small,
medium-sized and microenterprises and businesses operating
in the CBD.
Further, Mogashoa highlights the projects as environment
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friendly. Denser urban living nearer to work opportunities
is highlighted as an essential strategy to ensure limited
carbon emissions, which the Absa project is set to facilitate:
it represents the adaptive reuse of an existing but outdated
structure, thereby reinforcing sustainability by reducing
the need for new building construction, which contributes
considerably to carbon emissions.
The new Absa premises is designed to be Green Star SA-rated
by the Green Building Council of South Africa.
The residential component of the building will use sustainable
materials where possible and employ sustainability- enhancing
interventions that limit energy and water use, as well as costs
for residents.
Inner-City Rejuvenation
As alluded to earlier, the Absa redevelopment forms an integral
part of other inner-city rejuvenation efforts currently under way.
Such efforts include the development and refurbishment of
more than 84 targeted buildings in the CBD, spearheaded by
Johannesburg mayor Herman Mashaba.
Cuthbert highlights that Anglo American is considering
consolidating its operational offices into the CBD; inner-city
partnerships are engendering further investment in the city; the
Gauteng Management Agency is rejuvenating Main street; and
the Jewel City redevelopment is being undertaken and is being
linked into the Absa campus.
“These greenshoots of rejuvenation are starting to come
together, and we are very keen as an organisation to be adding
them to our part of town.”
Cuthbert emphasises that corresponding work needs to be
undertaken with regard to surrounding infrastructure, such as
roads, stolen manhole covers and robots.
This necessitates the support of the mayor’s office to effect
things quickly and engender elements such as free-flowing
traffic and sufficient security in the streets, she adds.
Mashaba expressed his support for such rejuvenation at the
launch of the Jewel City and Absa projects last year, where
he also expressed the hope that these two projects will “turn
Johannesburg into a construction site” to accelerate his vision
of revitalising the CBD.
“This is probably Johannesburg’s last chance to get this
investment into this part of town and we must ensure that
it is effectively implemented and leveraged for full success,”
concluded Cuthbert.
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